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registration graduate. This is most convincingly argued with many exanmples,
including an examination of general-practice research which shows that almost
all the time he is involved in research he does the kind of work he has seen
carried out in hospital, often hopelessly unsuited to general-practitioner research
as a theme, because it ought to have been conducted in hospital.

It is cogently argued, too, that the science of general practice is as yet in its
infancy; that if we are to teach undergraduates about general practice we must
investigate and study what general practice is and also we must become profes-
sional teachers.
The international picture of what is offered to undergraduates is succinctly

reviewed, and here it is seen that much of what we hope to achieve in the United
Kingdom is already being done abroad, from Zagreb to east Germany, to
Saskatchewan in Canada. It is fascinating to read of the plans of the medical
faculty at the new university of Ulm, where departmental assistant lecturers from
the clinical subjects take students into general practice, exchanging pulpits,
whilst the principal of the general practice goes pro tem into hospital to work,
at least part time.

Finally it must be said that any study which covers in its bibliography such an
extensive range and includes all the College reports on Education and General
Practice, in addition to papers from the late Professor A. G. Lowden, from
Professor R. Scott, Drs R. J. F. H. Pinsent, R. M. MacGregor, L. A. C. Wood,
T. S. Eimerl, Professor van Es, deserves our attention, if for no other reason
than to ask ourselves: "Do we read what has been written by otheis before
rushing into print?" In a country where we do not share their language, the
College's influence is humbling indeed, and shows us the importance of all our
work studies and reports.

Medical record linkage. E. D. ACHESON, M.A., D.M., M.R.C.P. Published for the
Nuffield Provincial Hospital Trust by the Oxford University Press.
1967. Pp. xviii + 213. Price 25s.

The stimulating policy of the Nuffield Provincial Hospital Trust to have basic
problems in medicine fundamentally examined deserves great credit lhere.

Dr E. D. Acheson, the director of the Oxford Record Linkage Study at the
Nuffield Department of Clinical Medicine has produced an eminently readable
and lucid exposition as to what record linkage is all about. He has attempted to
examine the utilization of existing records, as they exist for everybody; birth,
death, marriage. He discusses their necessary developments and their use for
computer storage and handling, and examines the problems which will have to
be solved if mechanical handling is to become a reality.

It is devastating to read of the present-day cost of our inefficient medical
information. It makes one despair that the problems of patient identification
will ever be solved, in spite of Dr Acheson's proposals. The discussion of the
value of routine data has many encouraging implications for general practitioners
who are in their day-to-day work recording many medical facts routinely, yet
are hardly ever encouraged to use them for studies. The use of personal files,
the record linkage and the families-all these make fascinating reading and
debunk many a preconceived notion.
These 200 pages with their tables and figures are an elementary 'Must' for all

doctors who want to understand the basic requirements of record keeping in the
twentieth century and what it will be in the twenty-first century.


