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pointing as irreparable damage may have been
done to the brain before the disorder is recognized".
In these days of nation-wide screening of infants
this remark seems hardly justified.
Keeping abreast of major advances is a major

problem in textbooks of this size-particularly in
the field of therapeutics. This problem has been
met successfully by the expedient of adding a
supplement (64 pp.) in this revised edition, leaving
the original text unchanged from the 1965 edition.
There is an adequate index and an up-to-date list
of references at the end of the main volume, but
the supplement is not indexed nor are any refer-
ences given for the matter in it. However, it
retains the chapter lay-out of the main volume, so
that there is no great difficulty in finding one's
way about. The general lay-out and production
is attractive and the volume is reasonably priced.
General practitioners should find it a valuable
source of reference.

Hutchison's clinical methods. Fifteenth edition.
DONALD HUNTER, C.B.E., M.D., D.Sc., F.R.C.P.,
and R. R. BOMFORD, C.B.E., D.M., F.R.C.P.
Revised with the assistance of D. G. PENING-
TON, M.A., B.M., B.Ch., M.R.C.P. London.
Bailliere, Tindall and Cassell. 1968. Pp.
404. Price 20s.

The fifteenth edition of this well-known students
vade mecum fully maintains the excellence and
value of its predecessors published since 1897,
and has indeed improved in the sense that much
redundant material has been pruned. Revision
has brought the material more up to date and
there is a new chapter on the clinical assessment of
metabolic disorders. Sections on examination of
the eye and clinical examination of children have
been rewritten and there is a new section on hear-
ing and tests of auditory and vestibular functions.
The photographs have also been revised.
For the medical student entering the clinical

phase of his career, this book should be an
essential part of his library, as sound clinical
method is still the cornerstone of good medical
practice. For the experienced practitioner also,
the book should be on his bookshelf as a valuable
means of reference.
The case-taking section has been improved by

judicious pruning. The other sections follow the
familiar pattern and there are useful diagrams
showing the relation of heart murmurs to the
cardiac cycle. A brief section on electrocardi-
ography has been introduced and should be found
useful.
The section on the nervous system is longer and

rather detailed, but contains one fault in that
figure 57 has the letters A and B transposed in
error.

If one had to criticize such an excellent book
it would be to remark on the omission of some of
the more recent simple laboratory aids, such as

certain of the dip-stick biochemical tests, the use
of the Grey Wedge Photometer, the Wright Peak
Flow Meter, and the taking of cervical smears.
The description of these and other recent tests
would have added to the completeness of the last
chapter.

The medical annual. Eighty-sixth edition. Edited
by SIR RONALD BODLEY ScoTT, K.C.V.O.,
M.A., D.M., F.R.C.P. and R. MILNES WALKER,
C.B.E., M.S., F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S.(HON.). Bristol.
John Wright & Sons Ltd. 1968. Pp.
xxxvii+614. Price £3 3s.

The new volume of the Medical Annual is quite
up to the standard of those which have gone before
and this says much for it. The special article on a
mobile intensive care unit in myocardial infarction
will be of interest to all practitioners. Other
special articles concern recurrent pyogenic
cholangitis and immunity in malignant disease.
The article on injuries of the hand will be of
interest to general practitioners whose problem
often is how far should they carry the treatment
themselves, and when should they seek specialist
advice. Drs John Hunt and Michael Linnett
again contribute a section on general practice,
dealing with screening, with epilepsy and con-
cluding with a few notes on other matters of
interest.

The principles and practice of medicine. Ninth
edition. Edited by SIR STANLEY DAVIDSON,
B.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., LL.D., F.R.S.E. Edinburgh
and London. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.
1968. Pp. xv+1341. Price £2 5s.

New editions of this standard textbook appear
on average every two years. One of the factors
which makes this book so attractive is that each
edition is thoroughly revised. This edition has
had the same careful treatment as its predecessors.

Physician's handbook. Fifteenth edition. MARCUS
A. KRUPP, M.D., NORMAN J. SWEET, M.D.,
ERNEST JAWETZ, Ph.D., M.D., and EDWARD
G. BIGLIERI, M.D., California. Lange Medical
Publications. Oxford and Edinburgh. Black-
well Scientific Publications. 1968. Pp. 639.
Price $5.00. 45s. Od.

The fifteenth edition of this handbook since
1941 is sufficient testimony to its popularity.
Between its soft covers is a vast store of informa-
tion on diagnostic procedures and therapeutics.
No aspect of clinical examination is omitted. All
the more common laboratory investigations are
fully described, normal and abnormal values are
listed in great detail and the interpretation of all
the tests is explained. Chapters are devoted to a
wide range of subjects, electrocardiography,
chemical analysis of blood and urine, puncture
fluids examination, skin tests, diet, fluid and
electrolyte balance, etc. Drugs and hormones are
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discussed and theiraction on the various systems
described. Dosages and methods of administra-
tion are listed.

This comprehensive and well-produced book
should be, and probably is, the constant companion
for easy reference of final year students, house
officers and registrars. All general practitioners
would find it an extremely useful vade mecum.

Medical treatment: a textbook of therapy in four
volumes. Third edition. Volume 1, Cardio-
vascular and respiratory diseases including
tuberculosis. Edited by KENNETH MACLEAN,
M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. and GEORGE SCOTr, M.D.,
M.R.C.P. London. J. & A. Churchill Ltd.
1968. Pp. viii+280. Price 40s. Od.

The third edition of this book appears with
several new features. It will in future be divided
into four volumes rather than appearing as one
large book. However, chapter and page numbers
will carry on throughout the four volumes. Each
volume will contain an index, and the fourth will
contain a comprehensive index of the entire book.
Each volume will be published as it is completed
with the aim of being right up to date on publish-
ing day. The volumes are also to be printed in
paper back as a means of reducing cost, even so
volume one will cost 40s. Od.
The book is the work of several authors,

edited by Dr Kenneth Maclean and Dr George
Scott. Each author is a recognized specialist
in his own field, and apart from Lt-Gen. Sir
Robert Drew, each one has a close connection with
Guy's Hospital, this is deliberate, and an attempt
at uniformity of thought. The second edition
was used as the starting point, and as a framework,
for the new edition. By and large the book has
been rewritten, and thoroughly revised in the
light of more recent research and thinking.
Volume one deals with cardiac and respiratory

diseases including tuberculosis and the cover is
wide, and in great detail. In the main the approach
is dogmatic, but if there is room for discussion,
for example the place of anticoagulants in
coronary thrombosis all- facets of the subject are
presented and the author then suggests a suitable
approach. The text is concise, and clearly set out
with several sections and subsections to each topic,
making quick reference easy. Each chapter has
its own list of references and in this edition they
are more comprehensive and wide ranging than
previously. If the next three volumes maintain
the high standard of this first volume, the end
result will be an excellent textbook of medical
treatment.

Bacteriology and immunit for students of medicine.
Formerly Bigger's handbook of bacteriology.
Ninth edition. F. S. STEWART, M.D., F.R.C.P.I.,
F.C.Path., M.R.I.A. London. Bailliere, Tindall
and Cassell. 1968. Pp. viii + 603. Price £2 15s.

Though this is essentially a new edition of
Bigger's Handbook of bacteriology, in that the

arrangement of the chapters is as in the previous
editions, each chapter has been largely re-written.
The result is an intelligible account of bacteriology
and virology as far as present knowledge can take
it. The re-writing and revision have been done
superbly well.

BOOKS RECEIVED

Factors affecting the recruitment of nurse tutors.
A survey carried out on behalf of the King's
Fund and the Rcn by ANN DUTTON, B.A.
London. King Edward's Hospital Fund.
1968. Pp. xviii+ 79. Price 15s. Od.

Drugs in small hospitals. PATRICIA STONE,
B.Pharm., M.P.S. London. King Edward's
Hospital Fund. 1968. Pp. 42. Price 6s. Od.

Nursing skin disease. I. B. SNEDDON, M.B., Ch.B.,
F.R.C.P. and R. E. CHURCH, M.A., M.D., B.Ch.,
F.R.C.P.. London. Edward Amold (Pub-
lishers) Ltd. 1968. Pp. viii+96. Price
12s. 6d.

Medical handbook. Third edition. Edited by
R. L. Kleinman, M.B., Ch.B., D.Obst.R.C.O.G.
London. International Planned Parenthood
Federation. 1968. Pp. 112. Price 20s. Od.

Complete catalogue 1968-1969. Oxford and
Edinburgh. Blackwell Scientific Publications.
Pp. 94. No charge.

Proplist October 1968. Products classified by the
Standing Joint Committee on the classification
of proprietary preparations. London. Depart-
ment of Health and Social Security. Pp.
ix+ 195.

PAMPHLETS RECEIVED

Lecture notes on psychiatry. Second edition
JAMES WILLIS, M.B., M.R.C.P.E., D.P.M. Oxford'
and Edinburgh. Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions. 1968. Pp. ix+102. Price 8s. 6d.

Hormonal steroids in contraception. World
Health Organization Technical Report Series
No. 386. Geneva. WHO. 1968. Pp. 28.
Price 4s. Od.

Reducing the odds. MAURICE W. CUMING, M.A.,
published by King Edward's Hospital Fund
for London. 1968. Pp. 18. Price 2s. 6d.

Memoranda on the Abortion Act 1967 and the
Abortion Regulations 1968. Published by
The Medical Defence Union, London. 1968.
Pp. 32. Price 2s. 6d.

Iron in flour. Reports on Public Health and
Medical Subjects No. 117. London. Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. 1968. Pp. 63.
Price 7s. Od.

Industrial therapy in psychiatric hospitals. NANCY
WANSBROUGH, M.A. and AGNES MILES, B.Sc.,
Ph.D. Published by King Edward's Hospital
Fund for London. 1968. Pp. 97. Price
11s. 6d.


