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University of Cambridge
School of Clinical Research and Postgraduate
Medical Teaching

April 18 Neurology. l
May 2 Eye diseases. Posthaduate Lecture
May 16 Surgery. J Theatre
Two one-week refresher courses for general

practitioners will be held from 6-11 and 13-18
July; board and accommodation for doctors
attending will be available in Downing College.
Further information available from The Secretary
of the Medical School, Hills Road, Cambridge.

University of London
To be held at The Royal College of General

Practitioners, 14 Princes Gate, London, S.W.7.
April 27-May 1. Course. Early years in general

practice. Designed for trainees, assistants and
young principals who have recently started a
career in general practice.

June 15-19. Course. Teaching forgeneralpracti-
tioner trainers. To help trainers to provide
vocational training for general practice.
Applications for these courses to The British

Postgraduate Medical Federation, 14 Millman
Mews, London, W.C.I.

SUMMER SCHOOL ON ALCOHOLISM

The second annual summer school will be
held at the Brighton College of Education,
Falmer, from 2 to 9 September. The aim of
the school is to broaden the basis ofknowledge
about alcoholism in its more important
aspects, so that those working in this field
will become better equipped for their task.
General practitioners may attend the whole
school but two distinct complementary
courses are being arranged for them on

3 and 4, and 7 and 8 September.
Further particulars can be obtained from the

Postgraduate Dean of the British Postgraduate
MedicalFederation, 18 Guilford Street, London,
W.C.1.

THE MEDICAL COMMISSION ON
ACCIDENT PREVENTION

Education for hazards: the involvement of the
doctor as a teacher

This symposium is being organized by The
Medical Commission on Accident Prevention
in association with The British Student
Health Association, The Medical Officers of
Schools Association and The Society of
Medical Officers of Health-School Health
Service Group, and will be held at The
Brighton College of Education, Falmer,
Sussex on Sunday 19 April 1970.
The objectives are (a) to bring together

doctors serving all educational establishments;
schools, colleges and universities, (b) to
promote the employment of doctors as
teachers in major educational establishments,
(c) to review the present position of health
education in its broadest sense, in the curricu-
lum of colleges of education; would any
change or development make for improve-
ment? and (d) to heighten perception of the
teaching function of all doctors.

This symposium is recognized by the
Ministry under section 63 of the Health
Services and Public Health Act, 1968.

Full details available from Mrs P. Martin,
Secretary, The Medical Commission on
Accident Prevention, 50 Old Brompton Road,
London, S. W.7.

Correspondence
British births-1970

Sir,
The National Birthday Trust Fund is

conducting another survey of British maternity
services similar to its perinatal mortality
survey of 1958. On that occasion the aim was
to get records for all births in one week and all
perinatal deaths in a period of three months.
This time the survey will be for only the one
week, and therefore the emphasis will not be
on perinatal mortality. The object of this

new study will be to collect as much informa-
tion as possible about the patterns of maternity
services. As well as providing information
about the present state of these services and
their efficiency, it should bring valuable know-
ledge about the changes which have taken
place in the past 12 years.

It is well known that the proportion of births
occurring in hospital has increased steadily;
that early discharge from hospital after delivery
is much more common; that a high proportion
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of general practitioners are on the obstetric
list, but that a large part of their involvement
is in partial care, which does not include
responsibility for the delivery. There is much
detail about the inter-relationship of these
facts which is not known, nor indeed are we
certain that all these changes are for the
better. We know there is a great deal of
variation in the pattern of services from place
to place, but the information about 'what
happens where' is patchy. This survey should
help to fill many of the blanks.

The questionnaire which has been designed
to harvest so much information is lengthy and
detailed. It will be completed by midwives,
but its reliability will depend on ready access
to all the relevant records. There is no prob-
lem about hospital records or the records kept
by midwives. The records of general practi-
tioners are not always so freely available. That
they shall be available at all depends on good-
will and a spirit of co-operation. It is hoped
that all doctors will appreciate the need for
this and will want to ensure that the part they
play in the service is being recorded. The more
knowledge we have the better equipped we
shall be to plan for the future. It will certainly
help this College in its discussions with other
bodies on the place of the general practitioner
in maternity services.

The 1958 survey was carried out rapidly
and expeditiously but it took many years to
digest and publish the results. This caused a
great deal of frustration, and gave rise to the
obvious comment that the information was out
of date before it was available. This time the
analysis will be by computer. A pilot survey
was undertaken in four widely-scattered areas
last summer. Detailed tables of results were
available within a matter of weeks, and this
augurs well for the survey itself which is now
planned to take place in the week beginning
5 April.

Please give this survey your support, by
providing any information that you are called
on to supply, and perhaps also by trying to
enlist the co-operation of colleagues who may
be apathetic, or even opposed to this exercise
because they have not appreciated its objec-
tives or its potential benefits.

Warrington. P. O'BRIEN.

Representative of the R.C.G.P. on
The National Birthday Trust Fund
Steering Committee.

Health centres: Building on sand?
Sir,

Usually it is gratifying to have one's work
quoted by other authors, but this is not so if
one is misquoted. Dr Ruth Cammock has
stated in her article that my report suggested
that about 10 per cent of patients will use a
car even when the distance is less than a mile.
In fact it is made quite clear in the text and in
the summary that 25 per cent of those travel-
ling less than a mile came by car, a considerable
difference. The 10 per cent she quotes is the
number of patients attending by car from less
than a mile as a percentage of all the patients
attending (from any distance and by any
means).

Worcester. M. HUTCHINSON.

Another glimpse of South Africa
Sir,

After reading the description of his visit to
South Africa by Dr Kuenssberg in your last
issue (Jan 1970, p. 57), I thought it would add
a little more to the description if your readers
were told that coloured doctors and nurses
who have had the same training and sit the
same examinations as their 'white' colleagues
do not receive the same rates of pay. They
receive a lower rate of pay because they are
coloured.

I like the one sentence in his glimpse.
.. . The single racial universities have serious

problems."
It reminds me of the arguments that pre-

ceded the abolition of slavery, 1834. "I sit on
a man's back, choking him and making him
carry me, and yet assure myself and others
that I am very sorry for him and wish to
lighten his load by all possible means-except
by getting off his back."

London, N.W.3. HARRY N. LEVITT.

The College Journal
Sir,
My three partners and I, all college

members have discussed the Journal and we
find that we agree that it was a much more
worthwhile publication' when it was issued
bi-monthly. As a monthly journal, it runs the
risk of being filled with statistics and re-hashes
of subjects already covered by other medical
journals. Quarterly publication would lead
to greater selection of articles. There is so
much reading matter for the general practi-
tioner to peruse these days that there is a


