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Modern Treatment Yearbook, 1959. Edited by Sir CECIL WAKELEY,
Bart, K.B.E., C.B., etc. Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, Ltd., for
The Medical Press, London. Pp. 308, with 24 monochrome
art plates. Price 30s. Od.

This is the 25th volume of an established favourite. It tries
" to give the reader a cross-section of the various modern treatments
relating to the different branches of medicine, surgery and gynae-
cology ". It is a collection of 31 papers by different authors who
display varying talent as teachers. The general effect is fragmentary
and lacking in arrangement, and there is some overlapping where a
chapter on tumours of the skin deals also with cutaneous naevi,
the subject of another chapter.
One or two things will annoy critical readers. There is a curious

argument on page 27 that a keen doctor is likely to overrate the
value of his own negative findings on physical examination of a
patient complaining of symptoms suggestive of cancer of the lower
bowel, and that he will then delay in sending such a patient to a
hospital clinic; and the lazy doctor who sends the patient on without
doing more than ask his symptoms is commended!
The chapter on heart failure tends to be dogmatic and incomplete.

Salt retention is attributed to the kidney as " newer techniques
have shown ", rather than to circulatory stagnation due to the raised
venous pressure. The reasons for the reduced renal circulation are
not clear, and no evidence is offered about this, nor are there any
references.
The relative unimportance of chlorothiazide (9 lines) as opposed

to mercurial diuretics (over a page) illustrates the fact that hospital
practice is not always ahead of general practice-in this instance it
appears to lag behind.
But many of the articles are excellent and combine experience,

clear thinking and lucid exposition. Among other subjects, the
following are ably dealt with: hand injuries, arteriosclerosis and
hypertension (clearly distinguished), intravertebral disc protrusions,
cardiac infarctions managed at home, uterine retroversions, forceps
deliveries, whitlows, the " cough that kills" (chronic bronchitis),
asthma, non-vital teeth, physiotherapy in rheumatoid arthritis,
thyrotoxicosis, and virus pneumonia. A wise and impressive
article on tranquillizers, complete with references, is a model of its
kind. Half of the pabulum is excellent, and most of the remainder
good. The whole combines to form an interesting and varied
refresher course. The production of the book generally is adequate.

Purchase is recommended.
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