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Oral Peniclin in General Practce. DAvID WHEATLEY, M.D. Brit.
med. J. (1958), 2, 907.

The Northern Home Counties Faculty of the College of General
Practitioners sent a questionary to 85 willing members (out of 180
possibles), and from this enquiry it was found that oral penicillin
was used by 92 per cent ofthem, 10 per cent ofthem for child patients
only. The percentage of doctors treating each condition with oral
penicillin was as follows:

Tonsillitis .. - .. .. .. 91 per cent
Acute otitis media .. .. .. 88 per cent
Acute bronchitis .. .. .. 69 per cent
Pneumonia .. .. .. .. .. 47 per cent
Furunculosis and boils .. .. .. 44 per cent
Finger infections .. .. .. 20 per cent
Various other conditions-less than .. 10 per cent

Penicillin V was most popular (65 to 75 per cent), with benzathine
penicillin useful for children (36 per cent). Combinations of peni-
cillin with sulphonamides were used by 21 per cent of those report-
ing. Dose schemes varied widely, but 66 per cent used penicillin V
60 mg. three- to six-hourly for children, and double that dose for
adults. Four to five days treatment was favoured by 78 per cent of
the participants.
The majority of the doctors taking part were quite convinced of

the efficacy of oral penicillin therapy.

Outlines of General Practice. Second Edition, 1959. The Midland
Faculty of the College of General Practitioners. pp. 69.

This booklet provides a syllabus of general practice for teachers
of the subject. After briefly defining the family doctor and his work
it notes the features of ideal premises, gives lists of equipment,
discusses staffing and organizational details, and puts down the
arguments for and against an appointments system. It outlines the
running of antenatal and children's clinics, and analyses record
systems. It gives lists of forms in general use, and abbreviations
(six pages of them). Laboratory work and dispensing are not
forgotten, and relations with public and social services are sum-
marized. A list of police and court fees is included, with a note on
ethical behaviour, another on keeping up-to-date, some comments
on financial matters, and a miscellaneous section covering five
pages. A bibliography of over 100 publications completes this
most valuable booklet.

Coigendum
In the supplement to Journal No. 22 the Memorandum for the Guidance of

Trainers Messrs Benger Laboratories Ltd were incorrectly described. We
apologize for any inconvenience that this error may have caused.
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