
govern the methods of taking blood samples, preserving and trans-
mitting them, and interpreting reports received on them.
Among many useful ideas revealed is the use of " pK " as a

measure of the strength of a " weak " acid or buffer. Another thing
which impressed your reviewer was the doubt thrown on the concept
of alkalinity of cations (e.g. Na+)-an idea which has been demoted
from the level of accepted fact to that of useful convention.
Much has happened in the last decade in the field of biochemistry,

and the average practising doctor will be astonished by this book-if
he can follow even half of it! Should he make the effort he will be
well rewarded.

Clinical Dermatology for Students and Practitioners. HARRY
M. ROBINSON JR. B.S., M.D. and RAYMOND C. V. ROBINSON,
B.S., M.D., M.SC. Published by Bailliere, Tindall and Cox,
London. pp. xi + 242. Illus. Price 68s.

This well-bound, clearly printed, and precisely indexed book can
be of little or no value to students in this country. Very many
conditions are described, the majority being rarities but possibly
commonplace in Maryland. There are, for example, 39 fungal in-
fections described. Most conditions get a similar length of treatment.
They are alphabetically arranged in groups, but there is no mention
of incidence or geographical distribution. There is no indication
which is the commoner condition; acne or actinomycosis; psoriasis
or parapsoriasis varioliformis.

Diagnostic aid frequently includes biopsy, for example in psoriasis.
Physical examination, " hemograms " and " blood chemistries "
are advised in the diagnosis ofmany diseases, but there is no descrip-
tion of what estimations should be done or of how the findings may
differ from the normal.
Under the heading " Therapy " in the descriptions of the various

conditions many drugs are mentioned, but the dosages are not. The
application of psychosomatic medicine to dermatology and the
occupational dermatoses is skated over with the lightest of dexterity.
Instruction in the art of skin biopsy, a glossary of dermal pathologi-
cal terms and a chapter on therapy all precede the descriptions of the
skin conditions in which they may be used.
There are a number of good photographs and micro-photographs,

in none of which is the degree of magnification mentioned. Pedi-
culus capitis is represented as smaller than its ovum. The book is
largely a dictionary of skin conditions with the advantages and
drawbacks of such a composition.
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