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VASECTOMY
Sir,
More sterilization is necessary if population

growth is to be stopped. The facts have been
carefully tabulated by Professors Commoner and
Ehrlich and Dr Loraine, and others who describe
the pollution, famine and civil strife that may
ensue. The earth's continually increasing popula-
tion has not been checked by the 'pill' or any other
birth control method. The population of India
has doubled in the last 20 years, during which all
methods of birth control including sterilization
and vasectomy have been provided free by the
government. The population of the United King-
dom is increasing annually by 300,000 people who
need housing, schools and other social services,
while pollution of our water and air is increasing.

General practitioners can take a lead in doing
something instead of just talking. Notified
abortions are now at the rate of 150,000 annually,
over half of which are done on married women,
and although we know the operation does no good
to anyone and does not prevent further conceptions
we clamour for more and easier abortion facilities.
Why? Why can't we understand that the abortion
rate is directly due to inefficient birth control and
that the number of divorce applications, 110,000
in 1971, enormous as it is, is only a dim reflection
of the humiliating misery that millions of ordinary
people suffer every night, unable to show their
love, respect and affection because of the dread
of another unwanted, expensive pregnancy, and
finally hiding their shame and guilt in the 'freedom'
of separation.

Birth control education in all its forms must
be made available at once to all general practi-
tioners and it must be recognised as an integral
part of, and the most vital and essential part of
general practice. As Professor Commoner says:
"The time is past for asking questions-we must
now provide the answers."
One answer is widespread availability of

vasectomy. No amount of money or legislation
will make vasectomy available as doctors have
found it impossible to get training.
The Vasectomy Advancement Society of Great

Britain has been formed for this purpose, in a
determined attempt to help to stabilize our own
population and to show the world that it can be
done.
A symposium is to be held at 14 Princes Gate,

Hyde Park, London SW7 1PU, in July 1972 on
Vasectomy in general practice.
Requests for training have been acknowledged

and plans are now well in hand for training the
first applicants. Membership of the society is open
to all doctors and full particulars are obtainable
from the Executive Secretary, 1 Ravenscroft Court,
56 Ravenscroft Avenue, London NW11 8BA
(please enclose a S.A.E.).

MICHAEL ALTMAN
Chairman,

Vasectomy Society.
1 Ravenscroft Court,
56 Ravenscroft Avenue,
London NW11 8BA.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
1972

The Annual General Meeting will be held on Thursday
16 November, 1972 at the Queen Elizabeth Hall, London.

H.R.H. The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh,
President-elect of the College will be installed as President
at this meeting.


