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as an observer and lover of nature, an artist in
watercolours, and as a practising surgeon nothing
seems to have escaped the watchful eye of the
writer. Here is a book that is a pleasure to read.

Practical Paediatric Problems. Third edition.
Hutchinson, J. H. (1971). Pp. 640+xv.
London: Lloyd Luke. Price: £3.50.

Part of the fascination of medicine stems from
the contrary abilities it demands-the ability, on
the one hand, to bring highly specific and detailed
knowledge to the solution of a problem; on the
other, the ability to take a wider view of the
problem in the total context of the patient's
personality and environment. Outside general
practice this contrast is nowhere highlighted better
than in paediatrics. For while paediatrics covers
the whole field of medicine, it simultaneously
demands a precision of assessment greater than
any other specialty (inevitably so-since the child
is less tolerant of disequilibrium than the adult).

Professor Hutchinson's Practical Paediatric
Problems, the third edition of which has now
appeared, is a valuable contribution to the litera-
ture of child health-precisely because it provides,
in easily accessible form, much of the basic factual
material needed by the child's doctor. Both the
paediatric registrar in hospital, and the general
practitioner outside it, will find here a solid, well
presented, foundation on which to build.
No less than a third of the book is devoted to

neonatal problems-low birth weight, anoxia,
injuries, neonatal jaundice, haemolrhage, and
infection-emphasising the relatively hazardous
character of this period of life. These are all
valuable chapters. Less satisfactory is the chapter

on "failure to thrive in infancy"-isolating as it
does the child's growth in the first year. Many
readers will feel that there are other, more con-
venient, ways of approaching the aetiological
spectrum; and the starting point that "marasmus

exists when an infant is below 75 per cent of
the expected weight for his age" either makes
nonsense of the concept of percentile spectre of
normality, or is itself of little meaning.
On neonatal jaundice, Professor Hutchinson is

at once readable and useful. The possibilities of
preventing haemolytic disease (by the use of Rh
(D) immunisation, and by the use of amniocentesis
in non-immunised Rh negative mothers), coupled
with the advantages of managing affected neonates
in regional centres, requires that all doctors
engaged in obstetrical and child care should clearly
understand the factors involved, Here the book
is most valuable.
The same, too, is true of the sections on inborn

errors of metabolism, on clotting disorders, and on
endocrine disturbance-to mention but three of
the more difficult areas of contemporary
paediatrics. All contain valuable summaries
which provide jumping off points for further
reading.
The embryo paediatrician and the general

practitioner will, by no means, find here a dis-
cussion of all the problems in which perforce they
must be interested. Mental handicap receives a
bare (but useful) 17 pages; and behaviour disturb-
ances in children even less. Neither the epidemio-
logy of childhood nor the paediatrics of education
is considered. This is, in short, a book concerned
with diseases of childhood, not with child health,
as such it is well worthy of a place on the book-
shelf.
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