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MEDICAL RECORDING
SERVICE FOUNDATION

Discussion tapes on medicine and the community
The following tapes could form the basis for a
series of discussions between general prac-
titioners, ancillary staff and the social services.
Many health centres are now forming dis-
cussion groups inviting interested members of
the community to regular lunch-time meetings.
A life worth living- The elderly mind 72/100

80 slides 17 minutes
Learning to live-73/2

79 slides 20 minutes
The young disabled patient and the voluntary

aid society 72/33
0 slides 17 minutes

Nottingham University Toy Library 72/23
51 slides 18 minutes

Self-help in rehabilitation 73/27
0 slides 25 minutes

The homeless alcoholic 71/105
0 slides 27 minutes

Drugs in Britain today 71/15
0 slides 27 minutes

The Camphill Village Trust-A community for
the mentally handicapped 73/43

24 slides 27 minutes
Care of the bereaved 71/71

0 slides 30 minutes
The tape of the month for November is

Aggression by Dr R. F. Tredgold, for Decem-
ber, Local injection of steroids by Dr A. C.
Boyle.

Full details of all recordings available from:
Medical Recording Service Foundation, Kitts
Croft, Writtle, Chelmsford, CM1 3EH. Tel.:
Chelmsford (0245) 421 475.

VOCATIONAL TRAINING SCHEMES
The following vocational training schemes
have recently been recognised for the purposes

of the M.R.C.G.P. examination: Birmingham
East; Birmingham North; Birmingham, Queen
Elizabeth Hospital; Caernarvon and Anglesey;
Cheltenham and Gloucester; Chichester and
Graylingwell; Coventry; Derby; Huddersfield;
Kettering and district; Liverpool, Whiston
Hospital; Ormskirk; Torbay; and Walsall.

PRACTICE ORGANISATION ROOM

The main display concerns research methods
in general practice and has been mounted
with the help of the General-Practice Research
Unit of the Royal College of General
Practitioners.
The Royal Air Force Medical Service have

mounted a superb display on the role of the
service medical officer showing the equivalent
roles in the services and in civilian medicine.
The practice organisation study continues

to display the geographical location and
internal organisation of a large number of
highly organised practices throughout the
United Kingdom. Special emphasis is placed
on the design and construction of health
centres.

Doctors visiting the practice organisation
room may be interested to listen to tapes from
the Medical Recording Service, examine the
display of eye instruments, see the MacArthur
microscope and take away a group of mono-
graphs concerning the role of various ancillary
workers in general practice.
Any doctor requiring further information on

aspects of practice organisation should apply
to the reception desk who will arrange for the
Secretary of the Practice Organisation Com-
mittee to answer any queries.

CORRECTION

We regret an error in the In memoriam section
of the May Journal, where the name of Sir
Francis M. R. Walshe was wrongly spelled.

MEDICAL NEWS

HEALTH SERVICE COMMISSIONER
The Prime Minister has appointed Sir Alan
Marre as the new Health Service Commissioner
for England, Wales and Scotland. He began
work on 1 October 1973. A select committee
of The House of Commons had recommended
that Sir Alan should combine these

responsibilities with his post of Parliamentary
Commissioner for Administration.

HEALTH SERVICE DEVELOPMENT
AND RESEARCH IN SCOTLAND

Sir Andrew Kay, Chief Scientist to the
Scottish Home and Health Department, has

Journal of the Royal College of General Practitioners, 1973, 23, 794



Medical News 795

formed a committee to strengthen health
service research and development. This is
formed by distinguished independent doctors
and scientists concerned with health services
in Scotland, and the chief professional officers
of the Scottish Home and Health Department.
The Medical Research Council is also repre¬
sented.
The committee will advise the Chief

Scientist on the size and balance of the
research programme, the assessment of
priorities, and the extent to which objectives
are being met.
Among the 12 members are Professor

J. D. E. Knox, Professor of General Practice
at Dundee and Professor Margaret Scott
Wright, Professor of Nursing Studies at
Edinburgh.

NHS REORGANISATION

Dr D. Kyle, O.B.E., m.d., f.r.c.g.p., general
practitioner, Brecon has been appointed
Chairman of the Powys area Health Authority
which is one of eight new area health authori¬
ties in Wales.

APPOINTMENT

Dr David Skelton, Lecturer in Primary Care
at the Department of Community Medicine,
University of Southampton, has been ap¬
pointed Associate Professor in the Department
of Medicine, and Social and Preventive
Medicine at the University of Manitoba, and
Director of the Extended Care Facility, St
Boniface General Hospital, Winnipeg, Mani¬
toba, with effect from 1 January 1974.

VISITING PROFESSORSHIP

Dr Bent Guttorm Bentsen has been appointed
visiting Professor to the Department of
Family Medicine at the University of Western
Ontario, Canada, for a year from August 1974.

VISITING
ASSISTANT PROFESSORSHIPS

The Council for Postgraduate Medical Edu¬
cation in England and Wales has selected Dr
F. M. Hull, m.r.c.g.p., general practitioner,
Warwick, for a sabbatical period of six
months as a Visiting Assistant Professor in
the School of Medicine, in the Department of
Family Medicine at the University of North
Carolina, USA. The Director of this Depart¬
ment is Professor Robert Smith, formerly
Director of the General Practice Teaching
and Research Unit at Guy's Hospital, London.

Dr M. J. Whitfield, m.r.c.g.p., d.p.h., d.c.h.,
general practitioner, Bristol will follow Dr
Hull in the same appointment beginning in
January 1974.

Travelling expenses to and from Carolina
will be met by the King Edward Hospital Fund
for London.

PERSONAL
SOCIAL SERVICES COUNCIL

The Secretary of State for the Social Services
has recently announced the names of members
who have accepted appointments to the
Personal Social Services Council, which will
be a new advisory body. The Chairman will
be Lord James of Rusholme.
Dr Ronald Gibson, C.B.E., l.l.d., f.r.c.s.,

f.r.c.g.p., general practitioner, Winchester
and Mrs A. Poole, s.r.n., s.c.m., h.v.cert.,
Director of Nursing Services, Merton, are
members of this Council.

INTERNATIONAL BALINT CONGRESS

The Second International Congress of the
Balint Society will be held from 24-26 May
1974 in Brussels. Those interested should
apply to Dr Moreau, 32 Rue du Petit-Ry,
B-1340 Ottignies, Belgium for details of the
scientific work, and those concerned with the
practical organisation including accom¬
modation should apply to Dr Roger Van
Laetham, 42 Rue des Bollandistes, B-1040
Brussels, Belgium.

PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTH WORLD
CONFERENCE OF GENERAL PRACTICE

The Proceedings of the fifth World Conference
of General Practice are being published and
can be obtained for $A20 00 from 254 Albert
Street, East Melbourne 3002, Victoria,
Australia.

NUMBER OF HEALTH CENTRES

For the first time there are now more than
500 health centres operating in the United
Kingdom and more than 400 in England.

BIG HEALTH CENTRES

Scotland's largest health centre has opened in
Glasgow at a cost of more than a third of a
million pounds. It provides accommodation
for 22 full-time general practitioners and
seven part-time ones. It is the second health
centre in Glasgow to provide accommodation
for more than 20 general practitioners.
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NEWS ABOUT THE DISABLED
The Greater London Association for the
Disabled is now producing a quarterly news
sheet of about five pages which describes
many of the services, including appliances,
available for disabled people, and gives news
about help and research. In addition, relevant
books and articles are reviewed.
The annual subscription is 20p and this can

be obtained from 183 Queensway, London
W2 5HL.

GENERAL PRACTICE
FINANCE CORPORATION

The General Practice Finance Corporation
made 185 new loans to NHS general
practitioners during the financial year ending
31 March 1973. The total amount lent by
the corporation in the year was £1,585,000.
The total since the corporation began in

1967 is now 1,610 loans to 3,409 doctors for a

total amount of £9,649,000. The rate of
interest in July 1973 was 11 per cent.

LOCAL HEALTH COUNCILS IN
SCOTLAND

Detailed proposals for a system of local health
councils as part of the reorganised National
Health Service in Scotland have been put
forward by the Secretary of State for Scotland.

It is proposed to create " a system of
independent bodies standing outside the
formal management structure which will more
clearly be seen to fulfil the essential task of
representing the views of the local community
and providing an effective' consumer ' voice ".

Local health councils will have the right to
be consulted by National Health Service
management bodies on changes in services,
and they will also be entitled to obtain
statistical and other information to enable
them to assess how well facilities in their
district meet recommended standards. It is
expected they will regularly visit health
service establishments in their districts.

TRAINING A DOCTOR
The Secretary of State for the Social Services
has estimated that the cost to the State of
training a doctor of medicine between
university entrance and MB graduation,
excluding capital expenditure, was about
£20,000 at present prices. The average
capital cost of a new medical place, including
fees, furniture and equipment was about
£12,000 at present prices.

FIRES
In 1972 over 1,000 people were killed by fire.
There were over 100,000 fires in buildings and
fire damage cost over £100 million.

PSYCHOLOGICAL ILLNESSES
Although the number of inpatients in mental
hospitals fell in 1971 the number of ad¬
missions rose.
The largest single diagnostic group of all

admissions consisted of patients suffering
from schizophrenia and paranoia of whom
there are 34,456. There were 25,999 cases of
psychoneurosis and 8,306 of alcoholism or
alcoholic psychoses.

SEXUALLY TRANSMITTED DISEASES
The number of new cases of all forms of
syphilis diagnosed for the first time in the
three months to 31 March 1973 in England
alone was 779. The corresponding figure for
the same quarter in 1972 was 583.

THE GENERAL HOUSEHOLD SURVEY
The Social Survey Division of the Office of
Population Censuses and Surveys has reported
a survey of 15,000 households in the United
Kingdom from which they obtained an 83 per
cent response rate.
The average size of a household has now

fallen to two persons and nine per cent of
families with dependent children have only one
parent.

It is reported that over 14 per cent of people
over the age of 60 live alone, and that over a
third of those aged 80 or over do so.

Services
Ninety-six per cent of households have their
own lavatory, 88 per cent their own bath, but
46 per cent of furnished tenants have to share
a bath and 20 per cent share inside lavatories.

TRAINING FOR DAY CARE
IN THE SOCIAL SERVICES

The Central Council for Education and
Training in Social Work has accepted an offer
from Sir Keith Joseph, Secretary of State for
Social Services, on behalf of the Government,
to take responsibility for training in this field
from October 1974.

This follows a report to the Department of
Health and Social Security last year from a

working group called together under the
auspices of the Training Council for Teachers
of the Mentally Handicapped to examine the
training needs of staff in day centres.
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MALE HEALTH VISITORS
As a result of changes in legislation, it has
become possible since 1 January 1973 for men
to enter health visiting. Previously they have
been barred by lack of obstetric experience.
But now as a temporary measure pending the
revision of the obstetric component of health
visitor training a six-week obstetric apprecia-
tion course is possible for men who wish to
train as health visitors.

WINCHESTER
The E.C.1. Club at Winchester is holding an
evening meeting at 20.15 hours on 13 Decem-
ber 1973 at which Mr P. D. Trevor Roper,
ophthalmic surgeon, at Westminster Hospital
will speak on 'The Influence of Eye Disease
on the Artist.'

THE SMOKING PROBLEM
AND THE FAMILY DOCTOR

A joint one-day conference on the smoking
problem and the family doctor has been
arranged by the Scottish Committee of Action
on Smoking and Health and the Scottish
Council of the Royal College of General
Practitioners.

This will be held on 23 November 1973 at
the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh
and has been approved under Section 63.
Further information is available from: The
Honorary Secretary, Scottish Council of the
Royal College of General Practitioners, 39
Cowgate, Edinburgh EHI 1JR.

B.U.P.A.
The British United Provident Association has
reported 80,000 new subscribers forming a
new record number. Its subscription income
increased by over 20 per cent to exceed £23
million in 1972.

MONOPOLIES COMMISSION
Restrictions on advertising by veterinary
surgeons are to be examined by the Monopolies
Commission as a result of a referral by the
Department of Trade and Industry.

MISUSE OF DRUGS REGULATIONS
The Home Office has published a list of 49
doctors all of whom are on the staff of drug
treatment centres. They have been exempted
from the ' own handwritin~g ' provisions of the
Misuse of Drugs Regulations and exemption
has been granted to them for 12'months.

GENERAL-PRACTITIONER
PUBLICATIONS
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Obituary
DR JOSEPH GARLAND, M.D. (Harvard),

Hon. D.S.C.
Dr Joseph Garland, Editor of the New England
Journal of Medicine, has died aged 80. He
was the son and grandson of family doctors
and graduated from Harvard in 1919. He
then practised as a paediatrician until 1947
when he was appointed Editor of the Journal
that has remained the oldest existing medical
journal in continuing publication.
He retired in 1967 having increased the

circulation of his Journal from about 25,000
to 80,000. He was well known for his crisp
editorials and the balance of interest that the
Journal achieved. When he retired the New
England Journal ofMedicine was established as
one of the leading medical publications of the
English-speaking world.


