
CONTENTS

Page
Introduction-J. Bishop Harman .. .. .. .. 1

Medicine takers and hoarders .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 2
by Karen Dunnell

Medicine takers .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9
by Margot Jefferys

Psychiatric morbidity in general practice-its presentation, recognition and
classification .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 11

by Neil Kessel

Discussion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 14

The prevalence and distribution of psychological illness in general practice .. 16
by Michael Shepherd

Discussion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 20

Why do doctors prescribe psychotropic drugs? .. .. .. .. .. 2
by W. W. Fulton

Discussion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 24

The doctor's role in prescribing .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 26
by Marshall Marinker

Discussion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 29

The use of sedatives and minor tranquiflisers .. .. .. .. .. 30
by Arthur Watts

Discussion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 31

The use of hypnotics .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 33
by John D. Pollitt

Discussion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 35

The use of antidepressants .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 38
by Peter J. Dally

Discussion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 40

The use of major tranquillisers. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 42
by W. Linford-Rees

Discussion .. .. .. .. 47

What influences have led to increased prescribing of psychotropic drugs?. .. 49
by Peter A. Parish

Discussion .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 57

Psychotropic drugs and society .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 58
by G. Teeling Smith

vii



Adverse reactions to psychotropic drugs 62
by 0. L. Wade

Assessing the safety of medicines 67
by David Mansel-Jones

General discussion 70

A physician's view 77
by P. C. Elmes

viii


