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MEDICAL AUDIOTAPE SLIDE
PRODUCERS' ASSOCIATION

An Association of tape-slide producers
representing several medical schools in Britain
held their first meeting at St Bartholomew's
Hospital on 17 April 1974.
The purpose of the Association is to help the

exchange of tape-slides between the under-
graduate and postgraduate teaching centres.
The Medical Recording Service Foundation
will be acting as the national distributing
library.

Tape-slide producers who would be interes-
ted in joining the Association should write to
Drs John and Valerie Graves, Medical
Recording Service Foundation, Kitts Croft,
Writtle, Chelmsford, CM1 3EH.

Obituary
IAN HENDERSON STOKOE
M.D. F.R.C.P. (Ed)., F.R.G.G.P., M.R.C.P.

With the tragic death of Ian Stokoe in a car
accident on 16 February 1974, the College,
especially in Scotland, has been deprived ofone
of its most active and accomplished fellows.
Although his career was thus suddenly ended
at the age of 53, during his term of office as
Secretary of Scottish Council, his achieve-
ments and professional distinction had marked
him out long ago as an acknowledged leader,
not only among his colleagues in general
practice in Edinburgh and the South-east of
Scotland, but throughout the profession in
Scotland.

Ian loved the College which he saw as a
body able to influence, perhaps more pro-
foundly than any other, the raising of profes-
sional standards, and all his work in general
practice was directed to that end. His influence
within the South-east Scotland Faculty was
immense, particularly in the field of research,
which he stimulated locally by many personal
initiatives. In particular, we remember the
study in glandular fever which he promoted.
His enthusiasm led to the setting up of a
clinical photography section of the local
faculty, and his own contributions in this
field reflected not only his own clinical acumen,
but his sympathy for the social deprivation of
the elderly in the town of Leith where he
spent much of his working life in general
practice. He held hospital appointments in
geriatrics, and he had a particular interest in
cardiology, stemming from an appointment

in the Department of Cardiology at the Royal
Free Hospital. The width and depth of his
medical knowledge gained him the respect of
doctors in other disciplines, and he became an
Honorary Fellow of the Royal College of
Physicians of Edinburgh. In 1954 he pro-
ceeded MD with commendation at Edinburgh
University.

It was typical of Ian Stokoe and no
great surprise to his friends and associates to
learn that his interests and activities were by no
means exclusively academic. As a student he
obtained a double blue for athletics and cross
country running, was the Scottish Univer-
sities cross country champion in 1940 and was
Secretary, and later Vice-President of the
University Athletics Committee. Up to the
time of his death and in spite of his many
commitments he retained an active and per-
sonal interest in fitness and athletics.

It was, however, the Royal College of
General Practitioners which in recent years
claimed the major portion of his apparently
inexhaustable extra-cturricular energies. He
was elected FRCGP in 1970-an honour
which gave him manifest pride and pleasure.
For many years he edited Current Medical
Abstracts for Practitioners which he rightly
saw as a major service rendered by the South-
east Scotland Faculty of the College. He was a
member of the Editorial Board of this Journal,
a valued member of the Research Committee
and the Faculty Board, and latterly its Chair-
man and then Provost. His term as Provost had
scarcely ended when he took over the onerous
duties of Secretary of Scottish Council and to
this task, as to all his other manifold activities,
he brought vision and enthusiasm. His
leadership was by example rather than
exhortation and his good-humoured and
tolerant encouragement of others, especially of
his junior colleagues, won him universal
respect and substantial friendship.

Ian was a big man in all senses of the word;
to know him was to know much of what is
best in medicine and in general practice. He is
survived by his wife and son to whom go our
sympathy and condolences. His memorial
will be his influence which will continue to
sustain and inspire his successors in the many
fields of medicine, administration and social
work in which he was a pioneer, a leader, a
colleague, and a friend.
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