
COLLEGE NEWS

UNDERGRADUATE ESSAY
PRIZE COMPETITION 1979
The Royal College of General Prac-
titioners awards three prizes of £70,
£50, and £40, with an additional £10 in
book tokens for an outstanding essay,
to successful candidates in a com-
petition which is open to all un-
dergraduates of medical schools in the
UK and Eire who have not yet passed
their final examination.

Candidates are asked to submit an
essay on a subject relevant to the
practice of medicine in the community.
This may take the form of an account of
a clinical, epidemiological, or practice
organization study associated with
general practice, or a case report of
patients seen in general practice.

Particulars of entry and application
forms can be obtained from the
Secretary, Royal College of General
Practitioners, 14 Princes Gate, London
SW7 1PU.

The closing date is 31 May 1979.

MRCGP EXAMINATIONS
The dates for the next MRCGP examin-
ations are as follows:
May/July 1979
Written papers: Thursday, 17 May
1979.
Orals: In Edinburgh during the week
ending 30 June 1979 and in London
during the week ending 7 July 1979.
Closing date: 5 April 1979.
November/December 1979
Written papers: Thursday, 1 November
1979.
Orals: In Edinburgh and London during
the week ending 15 December 1979.
Closing date: 6 September 1979.
The written papers will be held in

London, Leeds, Birmingham, Man-
chester, Edinburgh, Newcastle,
Aberdeen, Cardiff, Belfast, and Dublin.
These and other centres may be used as
required, subject to a minimum (and in
some centres a maximum) number of
candidates. It may be necessary to limit
the total numbers and candidates are
therefore advised to apply well in ad-
vance of the closing dates.

The application fee is £50.00 and the
reapplication fee £25.00. Application
forms may be obtained from the
Membership Secretary at the College.

PRACTICE ORGANIZATION
ROOM
The display this month features medical
records and highlights the potential use
of computers. Computers can be used
not only for storing details of the
medical progress of the patient, but also
for extracting specific data, record
linkage, morbidity studies, and other,
more advanced uses.
The information in the Practice

Organization Study has now been made
more accessible to users by means of a
gazetteer which provides a cross
reference of its contents.
The College would again be very

grateful to any practice which would fill
in one of our questionnaires giving
details of their practice organization for
inclusion in this study. The question-
naires may be obtained by application
to the Secretary to the Practice
Organization Committee, at 14 Princes
Gate, London SW7 lPU.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

ANALYSIS OF
CONSULTATIONS

Sir,
I was interested to read Dr H. J.
Wright's paper (July Journal, p. 400)
entitled "The aetiology of con-
sultation: a threefold classification"
and somewhat surprised that he made
no reference to the work of Stewart and
colleagues (1975). In 1971 these authors
studied a whole series of consultations
by observation, in eight doctors'
surgeries, during a period of six months,
and developed a taxonomy of con-
sultation and illness behaviour which
bears a remarkable similarity to the one
proposed in Dr Wright's paper. A
reliability check between observers on
the use of the taxonomy was carried out
with agreement in 75 per cent of the
cases.
The taxonomy included seven

categories:

1. Limit of tolerance

2. Limit of anxiety
3. Signal behaviour
4. Administrative
5. Opportunity
6. No illness
7. Lanthanic (the doctor uncovers a

condition of which the patient is
unaware).

Dr Wright suggests that his classifi-
cation of aetiological factors be used in
day-to-day clinical practice and gives
four patient histories as an illustration
of this. It might be valuable first to test
the effectiveness and reliability of the
classification in general practice, using
several doctors much as Dr Mc-
Whinney's group has done.

PETER CURTIS
Department of Family Medicine
University of North Carolina at
Chapel Hill
North Carolina
USA.
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THE FAMILY DOCTOR'S
FAM I LY

Sir,
I was interested to read your editorial
(October Journal, p. 579) on the need
to consider the family doctor's family
and thought your readers might be
interested in a statement produced by a
general practitioner in the Boston
Trainers' Workshop in 1971, which
demonstrates that, from the outset,
trainees must be ever mindful of the
needs of their families.

The precise objectives required
to achieve a high degree of
motivation towards successful
general practice in trainees
The objectives are the achievement of
clinical competence, the direction of the
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