
COLLEGE NEWS

ALLEN AND MARGARET
WILSON MEMORIAL AWARD
The Allen and Margaret Wilson Mem-
orial Award has been presented to Dr T.
M. Kennedy, Langholm, Dumfries-
shire, who is a member of the West of
Scotland Faculty, for his work on the
epidemiology of Q fever. The Award is
granted for research work in general
practice, particularly in rural areas of
Scotland and on this occasion was pre-
sented by Dr B. C. S. Slater, Provost of
the South-East Scotland Faculty, who is
one of the trustees. Dr Kennedy gave a
talk on Q fever to a large audience at the
Dumfries and Galloway Royal Infirm-
ary on 23 November 1979.

PSYCHIATRIC TRAINING
A Joint Conference on 'Training in the
Psychiatric Aspects of General Practice'
will be held by the Royal College of
Psychiatrists and the Royal College of
General Practitioners on Wednesday, 23
May 1980.

SCOTTISH COUNCIL, ROYAL
COLLEGE OF GENERAL
PRACTITIONERS
Scottish Council, in co-operation with
the Scottish General Practitioner Re-
search Support Unit and the University
of Dundee, is planning a conference on
prescribing in general practice, to be
held in Dundee on 17 and 18 September
1980. This conference is aimed prim-
arily at general practitioners in Scot-
land, and Section 63 approval is being
sought. Further particulars can be ob-
tained from Professor J. D. E. Knox,
West Gate Health Centre, Charleston
Drive, Dundee DD2 4AD.

STAFF
Miss Helen Williams joined the staff on

3 March 1980 as Registry Secretary.
This is the first step towards integrating,
under the Finance Officer, Mr Clifford
Rees, the registration and subscription
work, and towards eventual computer-
ization.

PRACTICE ORGANIZATION
ROOM
The current display continues to explore
the theme of the doctor's office. An
exhibition on the training of reception-
ists has been joined by a further exhi-
bition on the training of the practice
nurse and her deployment. It is hoped
that visitors will fill in the accompany-
ing questionnaire to enable us to plan
future exhibitions.
The Practice Organization Study

offers an account of highly organized
practices in the UK which have interest-
ing innovations in buildings, equip-
ment, or deployment of staff, and the
Committee is always glad to hear from
any practice which would like to par-
ticipate.
The main cabinets show inventions by

general practitioners, suggestions for
the doctor's diagnostic bag, and flow
diagrams constructed by Dr Essex for
the World Health Organization to en-
able medical auxiliaries to diagnose and
treat patients remote from medical care.
A mock-up doctor's office is also on

display, with furnishings and suggested
specimens kindly provided by Elva
Medical.

UNDERGRADUATE ESSAY
PRIZE COMPETITION 1980
The Royal College of General Prac-
titioners awards three prizes of £70,
£50, and £40, with an additional £10 in
book tokens, to successful candidates in
a competition which is open to all

undergraduates of medical schools in
the UK and Eire who have not yet
passed their final examination.

Candidates are asked to submit an
essay on a subject relevant to the prac-
tice of medicine in the community. This
may take the form of an account of a
clinical, epidemiological, or practice
organization study associated with gen-
eral practice, or a case report of patients
seen in general practice.

Particulars of entry and application
forms can be obtained from the Sec-
retary, Royal College of General Prac-
titioners, 14 Princes Gate, London SW7
1 PU.
The closing date is 31 May 1980.

MRCGP EXAMINATION
The dates for the next MRCGP examin-
ations are as follows:
October/December 1980
Written papers: Thursday, 30 October.
Orals: In Edinburgh and London during
the week ending 13 December 1980.
Closing date: 4 September 1980.
The written papers will be held in
London, Birmingham, Leeds, Man-
chester, Newcastle, Edinburgh, Aber-
deen, Cardiff, Belfast, and Dublin.
These and other centres may be used as
required, subject to a minimum (and in
some centres maximum) number of can-
didates. It may be necessary to limit the
total numbers and candidates are there-
fore advised to apply well in advance of
the closing dates.
The application fee is £50 and the

re-application fee £25. There is no
charge for members of the College who
wish to take the examination. Appli-
cation forms may be obtained from the
Membership Secretary at the College.

MEDICAL NEWS

CHEST, HEART AND STROKE
ASSOCIATION
Asthma
The Chest, Heart and Stroke Associ-
ation is holding a conference on
"Asthma Today" on Friday 16 May
1980 at the Bloomsbury Centre Hotel,

Coram Street, London WC1. The
Chairman will be Professor Charles
Fletcher and subjects will include:
Special problems of causation in chil-
dren; monitoring therapy; use and mis-
use of bronchodilators; antiallergics and
steroids; recognition and prevention of
dangerous asthma.

Strokes

On Friday, 4 July 1980 a conference will
be held on "Stroke Illness" at the Uni-
versity of Newcastle Upon Tyne. The
Chairman will be Professor J. Grimley
Evans and the morning and afternoon
sessions will cover specific problems of

304 Journal ofthe Royal College ofGeneral Practitioners, May 1980



MedicalNews

the stroke patient, and organization and
care.
Programmes are available from the

Chest, Heart and Stroke Association,
Tavistock House North, Tavistock
Square, London WClH 9JE.

MARIE CURIE MEMORIAL
FOUNDATION
The Marie Curie Memorial Foundation
is holding a Twelfth Annual Symposium
on Cancer at the Royal College of Sur-
geons of England on 20 May 1980.
Information and enquiries can be ob-
tained from the Secretary, Marie Curie

Memorial Foundation 124 Sloane
Street, London SWIX 9BP.

GREEN LIGHT FOR DOCTORS
Mr Norman Fowler, Minister of Trans-
port, has laid before Parliament new
Regulations which will allow doctors to
use flashing or rotating green beacons
on their cars when answering emergency
calls. This will enable other road users
to identify a vehicle being used by a
doctor hurrying to an emergency.

Doctors' cars using green beacons will
not be given high speed priority or any
legal immunity from observing either
speed limits or traffic signals.

Reference

Department of Transport (1980). Road
Vehicles Lighting (Amendment)
Regulations, SI No. 116. London:
HMSO.

JOINT COMMITTEE ON
POSTGRADUATE TRAINING
FOR GENERAL PRACTICE
The Joint Committee on Postgraduate
Training for General Practice and the
Royal C6Ilege of General Practitioners
have re-approved the Stockport Vo-
cational Training Scheme, which is
recognized by the Royal College of Gen-
eral Practitioners for the purpose of the
MRCGP examination.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

WOMEN GENERAL
PRACTITIONERS

Sir,
Dr A. McPherson and Dr J. Small pos-
tulate several reasons why women are
not becoming partners in the Oxford-
shire area (February Journal, p. 108)
and suggest that general practitioners
should provide adequate part-time
career posts. They seem to have for-
gotten that general practitioners are in-
dependent contractors and are also run-
ning a business.

Perhaps as women we should ask
ourselves why our male colleagues are
preferred as partners. Is it because we
have more time off for sickness or
family problems? Is it because we are
less clinically competent, or have been
unreliable partners, or is it because
many general practitioners have been
frightened away by groups of protesting
females, just as we are all frightened of
an unknown quantity?
Women have fought hard against sex-

ual discrimination in medical school;
maybe in doing so we have made our
male colleagues wary of us as partners.

Perhaps we should soften our de-
fences a little and reveal that there are
extra qualities in a female partner,
making her an asset to a practice.

JACKY HAYDEN
Unsworth Medical Centre
Parr Lane
Bury BL9 8JR.

Sir,
Drs Ann McPherson and Jackie Small
state that one aim of their article
(February Journal, p. 108) is to find out
"the ease with which patients, particu-

larly students, may choose the sex of
their doctor". They have a section
headed Studentpopulation, which starts
with a remarkable statement that
"Oxford is a university city with no
student health service". Their source of
information about the wishes of women
in mixed colleges was a "report by the
Oxford University Students' Union Co-
residents Committee". No evidence is
produced that the view expressed was
other than anecdotal.

Ignorance can be a dangerous thing.
It is pretty clear that the authors, despite
the fact that one is an Oxford graduate,
are unfamiliar with the structure of
Oxford. Oxford is a confederation of
quite independent colleges. Each makes
its own domestic arrangements without
reference to the University. Each, there-
fore, will choose its own college doctor.
That doctor is chosen on merit, and it is
hoped that he or she will take a special
interest in the problems of students and
offer medical care of a high quality.
Each college pays its doctor an honor-
arium, for it appreciates that he or she
will spend time on functions that could
not normally be expected from a general
practitioner under the National Health
Service. It is made absolutely clear to
the students that they are under no
obligation to register with the college
doctor. That the majority of students do
is perhaps a reflexion of the fact that
they are satisfied with the medical ar-
rangements. There are plenty of very
able women practitioners in Oxford
with whom students could register if
they wished.
The University provides a counselling

service run by a professional counsellor,
which is accessible to all students. It
also provides an environmental health

service that deals with medical problems
in all university departments. There
does not appear to be any hesitancy on
the part of students to take advantage of
one of the services offered, for example,
advice or immunizations when they
have reason to go abroad. One in 15 of
all students uses our services each year.
The Association of Oxford College

Doctors has both female and male mem-
bers. We are given no information,
except secondhand anecdotal assurance,
that women students do not get the help
they need. The independent Colleges
Committee on Student Health has, as
far as I am aware, not been consulted by
the authors. It would have been possible
that it might have been in a position to
produce the evidence the authors have
failed to provide for us. It would be a
great pity if your readers are left with
the impression that the Oxford students
get a poorer deal than that of students in
provincial universities. Though the view
may be old fashioned, one may perhaps
be allowed to suggest that students who
do not like a collegiate arrangement
should not have applied to come to
Oxford in the first place, but sought
their education in a centralized univer-
sity, where things may be administrat-
ively more tidy, but not necessarily
better.

BENT JUEL-JENSEN
Medical Officer to the University

University of Oxford
Radcliffe Infirmary
Oxford OX2 6HE.

Sir,
In their article (February Journal, p.
108, 1980), Drs Ann McPherson and
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