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The author begins by commenting on the deterrent effect of
prisons in society: he suggests that when the prison regime is
hard criminals will be put off offending whereas when regimes
are soft, crime rates will rise. Prisoners are punished by being
deprived of their liberty and further punished by the harsh con-
ditions in prisons. The author examines the development of the
prison medical service from 1774 to the present day in the con-
text of this perception of the role of prisons.
The author argues that doctors in prisons, rather than being

the benevolent advocates of their patients' good, have been in-
timately involved in reinforcing the discipline of prison regimes.
Examples of this include a review of the use of drugs in the con-
trol of prisoners and the use of medical diagnoses to classify
deviant behaviour. Commenting on the management of women
in prisons the author claims that the intervention of medical
professionals is at least in part governed by the priorities of a
particular prison, and this is claimed to be more often the case
with women prisoners than with men.

This view of the role of the medical ficer in British prisons
is a deeply disturbing one, but no alternative is suggested. If
this perception of the medical role in prison is justified, one is
left wondering how much of a socially controlling role doctors
play in society, particularly towards patients with a deviant life
style.

EDWIN MARTIN
General practitioner, Bedford

TREATMENT AND PROGNOSIS: GENERAL PRACTICE
M Drury and R Hobbs (eds)
Heineman Medical, Oxford (1990)
364 parges. Price £30.00

This ambitious text is organized into conventional specialist
systems and begins with a 'disease directory' for each body
system. However, the authors are drawn from the ranks of general
practice. Each section starts with a thumbnail sketch of
epidemiology and conventional clinical features followed by
subsections on progress, treatment and follow up. Iwo or three
key references are included in each section. The style is concise
and the information condensed for ready reference. The editors
have succeeded in maintaining a remarkably consistent standard
from their 21 contributors.
The text differs from others in the same series by a number

of attempts to introduce the contextual and personal elements
of 'treatment': the editors have tried to honour the principles
of their discipline. Unfortunately, the compact nature of the
book and the biomedical dominance of the series have almost
squeezed out any family orientation to treatment. However,
general practitioners will enjoy the quick and easy access to the
information included.

N C H SToTr
Professor of general practice, University of Wales College of

Medicine

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
TRAINING SCHEMES

ABERYSTWYT-H VOCATIONAL
TRAINING SCHEME

FOR GENERAL PRACTICE
Applications are invited from doctors seeking a three year VT
rotation starting 1 August 1991.

The Scheme is approved for MRCGP and the appropriate posts
qualify for DCH, D Obst, RCOC and the Diploma in Geriatric
Medicine.

Aberystwyth' is a coastal University town in beautiful
countryside.

The Scheme is of three years duration and consists of a rotation
through four of the following six month posts in hospital and
two in General Practice The hospital posts are (number of posts
available in brackets) Paediatrics (2), Obstetrics and
Gynaecology (2), General Medicine (1), ENT and Opthalmology
(1), Psychiatry (2), Geriatrics (2), Accident and Emergency and
Orthopaedics (2). There are six attached training Practices.

The half day release course is on Tuesday afternoons in the
academic year and is a three year modular course.

Candidates should hold or be preparing to obtain a current
driving licence. Accommodation is available if required, during
hospital employment and at two of the Practices.

Please write for application form and prospectus to the VTS
Adrinistrator, 26 North Parade, Aberystwyth, Dyfed SY23 2NF
by 1 May 1991.

COURSES

THE EARLY BIRD G.P. REFRESHER
COUJRSE

PLYMOUTH MEDICAL CENTRE
3rd - 7th JUNE, 1991

This popular event is to be held again this year. It will be timetabled
from 7.00 am to 12.30 pm, which will qualify for 25 hours PGEA
approval. There will be an additional 3 hours approval available on one
afterhoon. The course will include lectures, sessions with Consultants
and some group work. It will cover a wide range of subjects relevant
to general practice. Course fee £220.00.
Applications to: Miss Joan Wtdkehol, PeMgaduate Administrator,
Plymouth Medical Centp, D.rrifQrd Hospital, Plymouth PL6 8DH.
Telephone (0752) 792715.

SITUATIONS VACANT

REPLACEMENT PARTNER
required for busy pfogassive fie partner inrer city training and teaching practice.
An interest in family planning and paediatrics preferred. Well equipped purpose-
built cost/rent oremlses.; FUJI primary health care team, with University attach-
mqpt, rently comppterised.
Applicants interested in job-sharing wplcome to apply. Applcants should also have
enthusiasm, drive and a sense of hunIour. Practice profile available on request.
Please apply in witting with fLi3C.V. to: The Practice Manager, The Park Road Group
Practice, The Elms Medical Centre, 3 The Elms, Liverpool L8 3SS. Closing date:
30 April 1991.

GRANTOWN-ON-SPEY
Enthusiastic, happy practice has trainee vacancy for one year commencing 1/8/91.
Four young partnrs, three of whom have been accrediteda rainrs. Computerise#
practice with attached Cottage Hospital, including casualty. Full participation in
Highland VTS; iftlbding three week-long reskdietial courses.
Rural setting in beautifLl countryside close to Cairngorms with ample opportuni-
ty for all popular leisure pursuits including ski-ing, climbing, fishing, sailing, golf
and squash.
Handwritten letter with CV to Dr S B Mathers, The Health Centre, Grantown-on-
Spey PH26 3HR.
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