
many and diverse problems that may beset him when dealing with
expectant mothers and their newly born children. This book
certainly covers the problems, and if read with care and certain
reservations is a most valuable addition to that select part of the
medical bookshelf kept for quick ready reference.

Symptoms and Signs in Clinical Medicine. E. NOBLE CHAMBERLAIN,
M.D., M.SC., F.R.C.P. Seventh edition. Bristol, J. Wright &
Sons Ltd., 1961. Pp. x+569. Price 45s.

The new edition of this well-known text-book maintains a high
standard and is lavishly illustrated. Unlike therapeutics, symptoms
and signs have shown little tendency to change since the days of the
first edition (1936). Much of the text is substantially unchanged
from that of earlier editions, while in the illustrations, one can
recognize many old, if discarded, friends. The main advance in
this edition is backwards!-an excellent introductory chapter on
'The Foundations ofour Art " which gives a rapid survey ofmedical
history from Hippocrates to Koch. There have, in addition, been
major alterations in the chapters on radiology and clinical pathology.

There is little to fault in the text. Only a fleeting and rather
disparaging reference is made to the value of auscultation in examin-
ing the abdomen. No mention is made of rib resection in respiratory
disease in children. In marked contrast to the rest of the book,
there is a relative dearth of illustrations, which would be most
helpful, in the chapter on " Medical operations and investigations ".
Although basically a text-book for students this work could be

read, and re-read with considerable profit by general practitioners.
Those, however, who possess earlier editions will scarcely find the
expense of repurchase justifiable.

The Medical Annual. A Year-book of Treatment and Practitioners'
Index. Bristol, John Wright & Sons Ltd., 1961. Pp. i + 610.
Price 42s.

The seventy-ninth issue of the Medical Annual is in all respects
worthy of its predecessors. The book covers the same wide range
of subjects that has always made it so handy a reference book for
all working doctors. The new arrangement of subjects under
headings of the specialties which was introduced last year makes it
easy for those who wish to find out " what's news" in any subject.
The special articles again pick out those subjects in which major
advances are being made: Human chromosome abnormalities by
W. M. Court Brown, the management of paraplegia by L. Guttmann,
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