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Cover	credit:	ANNE	WESTON,	FRANCIS	CRICK	INSTITUTE/
SCIENCE	PHOTO	LIBRARY.	Cervical	cancer	cells	dividing,	
SEM.	The	cells	in	this	image	are	HeLa	cells,	a	cultured	cell	
line	that	was	derived	from	a	biopsy	of	a	cervical	tumour	from	
Henrietta	Lacks	who	died	of	cervical	cancer	in	1951	aged	31.	
HeLa	cells	are	an	immortal	cell	line	which	means	that	they	
are	able	to	divide	perpetually.	These	cells	are	undergoing	
cytokinesis	and	at	the	end	of	cytokinesis	the	two	daughter	
cells	remain	connected	by	the	midbody	for	a	short	time.	
The	midbody	is	organised	by	a	set	of	microtubules	and	its	
main	function	is	to	localize	the	site	of	natural	detachment	
(abscission)	between	the	two	daughter	cells.	Magnification:	
x3300	when	printed	at	10cm	wide.


