
in handling these emergencie.
This volume appears to have gained from the publication of the first

four. It is particularly well adapted to its purpose supplying quickly
available yet authoritative readable matter in a family doctor's consulting
room.

Notes on Physical Dia . JACOB ZATUCHN, A.B., M.S., M.D., Philadel-
phia. F. A. Davis Company. Oxford. Blackwell Scientific Publica-
tions. 1964. Pp. viii +400. Price 48s.

The title of this book might be thought to indicate a slim volume of
reflections on certain aspects of the physical examination of a patient.
In fact, it is a tautly-written book of 365 pages covering the subject in
great detail. Intended for students beginning clinical work, it is more
suitable, because of this detail, for postgraduate study.

Nevertheless, it is an admirable exposition of the art and science of
physical examination. The author, professor of clinical medicine in
Philadelphia, is very readable, with an economic style of short sentences
and simple phrases, free from the devious tautology so often found in
American writing. The simplification of classical spelling is somewhat
disconcerting on account of its inconsistency. Why, for instance, write
" fecal " and, shortly afterwards, " cystocoele "? A more serious criticism
is that the book is overloaded for its purpose.
A scheme for physical examination that envisages 482 items might be

thought excessive and forbidding at the start of a clinical course. It is
reckoned to take three hours, a time-consuming exercise. On the other
hand, it is as well to begin as you mean to go on and, from that point of
view perhaps, the more detailed the better. The book, however, is more
suitable for the older practitioner, who cannot fail to derive benefit from
the clarity of expression and from the emphasis laid on physical signs,
some of which he may have forgotten or may never have heard of before!

It is encouraging to receive such a book which reiterates the value of
physical examination, a discipline in which the general practitioner should
be pre-eminent but in which so often he is sadly lacking. Reference may
here be made to the two books by Braun, which were reviewed in the
September journal of the College and which promulgate a new approach
to the difficult problem of physical examination in general practice.
This reviewer is not sufficiently aware of Braun's thesis to comment but
it must be obvious that any system which can find an efficient method of
physical examination between the extremes of three hours per patient
and no examination at all should be looked at. At present it is left to
the doctor's experience, which should teach him what are the essentials
that must be included, while the complaint of the patient directs him to
the area requiring more detailed assay. So far as can be understood, the
collation and codification of this experience is one of the objects of the
two books mentioned above.
On the whole, the book under review is well produced. The print is

large and clear and the size is handy. The proof-reading has been some-
what sloppy for there are a number of misprints and, on page 208, part
of the text is missing. The index is full and of easy reference, the biblio-
graphy complete and there are, fortunately, no footnotes, all relevant
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information being contained in the text. Here there is little to quarrel
with but the author is surely in error when he states that the left hand is
intravaginal in a bi-manual examination. This is queried here because
he gives minute instructions for the performance of each item of examina-
tion. In a detailed description of pain in the hand and arm there is no
mention of the carpal tunnel syndrome and he omits the valuable sign of
shoulder pain in basal pulmonary embolus. Inches and centimetres both
appear as units of measurement. The last chapter which deals with the
use of the laboratory in diagnosis is balanced and sensible.
Some of the author's aphorisms are worth recording. " The most

important sound in medicine you will ever hear is the voice of your
patient ". " Concern yourself less with the kind of stethoscope and more
with the development of the receiver of the sound from the stethoscope ".
"Do not close your eyes to observations contrary to preconceived ideas
As a bedside book for the practising doctor this volume, by a keen and

sympathetic observer is most valuable and so written as to be entertaining.

Review of Clinical Phonocardiography. D. C. DEUCHAR, M.D., M.R.C.P.
London. The English Universities Press Ltd. 1964. Pp. xiv + 130.
Price 25s.

The stated intention of the author is to introduce the reader to the
potentialities and current usage of the phonocardiograph. A short
description of the instruments and techniques is followed by an account
of present day views on the mechanism of sound production in the heart
and great vessels in health and disease. The time relationship of these
sounds within the cardiac cycle is clearly described and illustrated. There
are eight photographic reproductions of phonocardiograms showing
simultaneous tracings of respiration, carotid pulse and electrocardiogram,
but otherwise the illustrations are line drawings of good quality.
The index is good, and whenever there are several references the

page number of the main one is given in heavy print. The book, which
is one of the Modern Medicine Series, is well produced, has a stiff back,
and is the same size as the College Journal.
The whole problem of auscultation of the heart and the interpretation

of sounds heard in diseases and abnormalities of the heart is clarified
by reading this book. This is specially important to doctors who received
their training and qualfied before the recent advances in cardiology
and cardiac surgery. In fact, the book might be more widely read if
"and auscultation of the heart " were added to the title.

Electrocardiogaphy. R. W. D. TuRNER, O.B.E., M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.,
F.R.C.P.E. Second edition. Edinburgh and London. E. and S.
Livingstone Ltd. 1964. Pp.1viil + 155. PriceFf21s.

The material in this book should have a familiar look to many general
practitioners because it is based on a series of articles on " Clinical
Electrocardiography in General Practice " published in The Practitioner
in 1962. These articles were so well received that the decision was taken
to republish them in book form and the first edition appeared in 1963.
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