
196 BooK REVIEWS

has received especial scientific training in chemistry and physics, as well
as physiology. The edition is published only in English. No other language
can now claim to be so acceptable internationally.

Signs and Symptoms. Applied Pathologic Physiology and Clinical
Interpretation. Fourth edition. Edited by CYRIL MrrcHELL
MACBRYDE, A.B., M.D., F.A.C.P. London. Pitman Medical Publishing
Co. Ltd. 1964. Pp. xx +971. Price £5.

In this book the associate professor of clinical medicine at Washington
University School of Medicine, St Louis has, with the help of 30 collabor-
ators, attempted " to give the basis for analysis and interpretation of
some of the commonest symptoms which bring patients to the physician ".
The reviewer does not claim to have read the book in toto but a study of
selected chapters convinces him that Dr MacBryde has largely succeeded
in his objective. The range of subjects covered is impressive but there is
the inequality of presentation inevitable in a multiple-author textbook.
This is especially noticeable in the illustrations, e.g. those in the chapter
on diseases of the lymphatic system are superb: per contra some of those in
the chapter on thoracic pain are poor. Peering through a hand-lens for
errors and omissions is not a function of intelligent reviewing but one did
wonder a little at the preservation of Sir Thomas Lewis' suggestion that
peripheral cyanosis can be differentiated from central cyanosis by
massaging the part or by applying heat to it-this is, of course, true, but
looking inside the patient's mouth is so much easier. At p. 346 ' bronchio-
cephalic ' is almost certainly a misprint for ' brachiocephalic '-and is
myxoedematous coma not seen in the harsh American winter?
Those who are lucky enough to acquire this book should keep it within

easy reach of the desk. They will find in it the answer to the question
one so often asks oneself ' What does that sign (or symptom) mean? '

Handbook of Obstetrics and Gynaecology. RALPH C. BENSON. 1964.
Los Altos, California. Lange Medical Publications. Oxford.
Blackwell Scientific Publications. Pp. 656. Price 37s. 6d.

This handbook measures 7 inches by 4 inches by 1 inch thick. Its 656
pages are of paper so thin that the print and diagrams show through, and
its type so small that a page accommodates about the same number of
words as a page of this Journal on less than two-thirds the area. It is a
textbook in miniature rather than a handbook.
The author, professor of obstetrics and gynaecology at the University

of Oregon, regards it as a compact ready reference for the student, house
officer and practitioner, and as an abbreviated but reasonably compre-
hensive companion to the large standard textbooks. It includes outlines
of anatomy, physiology, pathology, differential diagnosis and complica-
tions and it is sufficiently up-to-date to contain, for instance, a detailed
description of taking a Papanicolaou smear. American spelling presents
little difficulty, and there is a temperature conversion table (for those who
find it-it is not indexed or included in the list of contents) for those of
us who do not think in centigrade. American drug names are more


