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The social effects of chronic bronchitis. MARY G. C. NEILSON and EILEEN
CROFTON, B.M., B.CH. Edinburgh. The Chest and Heart Association.
1965. Pp. i + 72. Price 7s. 6d.

This is a short report ofa survey ofthe social effects ofchronic bronchitis.
It was carried out between 1960 and 1962 on 500 male bronchitics in
Scotland. The results confirm factually what is only too well known by
general practitioners, the terrible and often heart-rending disabilities
caused by our national scourge. With progression in the severity of the
disease, the social isolation of the victim increases and in this study 22
per cent were housebound and yet another 49 per cent partially house-
bound. Their main contact with the outside world was their television
set. The authors recommend some social measures that could be used to
relieve the social stresses of chronic bronchitis.

Influenza and other virus infections of the respiratory tract. C. H. STUART-
HARRIS, C.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P., London. Edward Arnold (Publishers)
Ltd. 1965. Pp. vii+248. Price 45s.

This is an excellent account of the clinical syndromes associated with
the numerous 'new' respiratory viruses identified since 1953 when the
first edition appeared. The 96 illustrations and 25 tables are clear and
instructive; the language and style easy to read.

Family doctors will welcome particularly chapter 6 on the clinical
syndromes of acute respiratory disease and chapter 7 on acute chest
syndromes in children. Here laboratory and stethoscope meet to bring
understanding, even if not always a final diagnosis, where formerly so
many parents and doctors were content with the label 'a chill'.

The penicillin group of drugs. GORDON D. STEWART, M.D., B.SC., F.C.PATH.,
Amsterdam, London, New York. Elsevier Publishing Co. 1965.
Pp. xii + 212. Price 55s.

Publications by this publisher tend to fall into a particular biochemical,
therapeutic field of a thorough scope and this is no exception. The
author, Professor Stewart, having moved on from Glasgow, Royal Navy,
Liverpool, Wright Fleming Institute, St. Mary's London, Karachi,
Queen Mary's Hospital for Children, M.R.C. Lab. Carshalton, is at
present Professor of Epidemiology and Pathology, North Carolina
University, Chapel Hill, N.C. (U.S.A.). As a general practitioner, some
postgraduate reading is a bit of a chore, but any such doubtful approach
is soon dispelled by the author's attitude to the whole problem, which he
summarizes in the introduction:

In writing this book I have become increasingly aware of the beautiful-if
accidental-continuity of research and achievement in this subject. The point
has now been reached where the benefits to preventive and therapeutic medicine
stemming from the p-lactam antibiotics are matched by a scientific understanding
which cannot fail to contribute immensely to genetics, pharmacology and


