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Paediatric education. Report on a WHO conference, Berg-en-Dal,
Netherlands. Copenhagen. WHO. 1965. Pp. 56. Free.

Teachers of paediatrics from 28 European countries-Dr Hugh Jolly
represented the United Kingdom-met in Holland to discuss the present
and future of teaching in child health: they were assisted byWHO officials,
by various special observers, and by some 'temporary advisers', among
them Dr John Ellis of the Ministry of Health. Previous study, it was
said, had shown " that paediatric education in many countries is not yet
producing general practitioners and paediatricians trained and prepared
to integrate fully in daily practice the curative and preventive aspects of
their work "; the aim of the conference was to formulate steps " to develop
a sturdy and progressive paediatric educational system ".
The conference's first task was to define its terms of reference-for

even the term paediatrician can have different meanings in different
countries. It went on to consider the present position of paediatrics
and paediatric education, and then passed to its most important task,
consideration of the future. This was not carried out with any narrow
paediatric bias, and the most interesting section in the whole report, at
least to the general reader, is the chapter on the future development of
medical education.

This is considered on the now generally accepted basis of four stages
of education-undergraduate, general vocational, special vocational,
and continuing. The second stage, the conference believed, should have
an optimum duration oftwo years, and should be spent mainly in medicine,
surgery, obstetrics and paediatrics. A majority view was expressed in
favour of " a further period of specialized training ... even (or perhaps
especially) in the case of general practice ". Later, in its more detailed
discussion of training methods, a plea is made that " consideration should
be given to organizing training posts in which a part of the work is outside
the hospital ".

It was interesting, after reading this report, to examine once again the
College's recommendations on vocational training for general practice.
Clearly, any implementation of the College's ideas will require goodwill
and help from specialist colleagues, not least the paediatricians. The
general agreement between the two reports makes one optimistic that
when the time comes-and it may indeed be very near-for such imple-
mentation, then there should be little difficulty in achieving sympathetic
co-operation from colleagues in the field of child health.

Counseling in marital and sexual problems. Edited by RIcHARD H.
KLEnNER, Ph.D. Edinburgh and London. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.
Baltimore. Williams and .Wilkins Company. 1965. Pp. x+309.
Price 78s.

In spite of minor obstructions presented by a different national back-
ground and legal code this book can be of great interest and practical
usefulness to readers in this country. The subtitle is 'A Physician's
Handbook', physician in this context being synonymous with our own
family doctor. It gives impressive evidence of the attention recently


