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A History of the Royal College of Physicians of London. Volume Two.
SIR GEORGE CLARKE, F.B.A. London. Oxford University Press. 1966.
Pp. xx +428-800. Price 63s.

Sir George Clarke carries forward the history of the Royal College
from the revolution of 1688 to the time of the passing of the Medical Act
of 1858. We see the College changing slowly with the years, never leading
fashion, often trailing behind, but all the time trying to keep a tone and
poisethroughmanyvicissitudes. The College in the eighteenthcenturystill
had its responsibilities and its duties to the State and the profession; to
these it clung. The first blow to its prerogative was the famous case of
the apothecaryRose who physicked a butcher named John Seale "with the
result that he was never the better but much worse". The large bill that
he sent in for his attention caused the butcher to complain to the College
and sparked offthe court case which the College lost. After this apothecaries
were free to prescribe and administer medicine without fear of contradic-
tion: from then on, the way for the development of the general practi-
tioner was easy. The next troublesome affair with which the College had
to contend was the influx of practitioners from universities other than
those of Oxford and Cambridge; men from Leyden in the earlier years
and from Edinburgh in the latter half of the century, who had the advan-
tage of an education far better than could be obtained at an English
university and who therefore considered that they were entitled to become
fellows of the College and to play their part in its management. By the
College statutes they were only allowed to become licentiates with per-
mission to practise, and this only if the College gave them leave. In their
fight for the privilege of taking part in the College's affairs, the licentiates
behaved so badly that the sympathies of the people were alienated.
With the dawn of the new century, we find the standing of the physicians

rising higher in England than in any country in Europe. They were earning
large fortunes and, through pressure of work, some were passing from
being the general practitioners of medicine amongst the wealthy to purely
consulting practice. The physician in London was gaining in stature.

Sir George carries the reader through the intricacies of medical politics
with consummate skill and his storyis never dull. In describingthe provision
for the sick poor at the end of the seventeenth century he has perhaps left
the impression that some sort of official steps were taken for their care.
Although over the years medical relief was sometimes given to the sick
poor this was rare at the end of the seventeenth century and was not
specifically provided for by statute or regulation until the New Poor Law
of 1834.

It is unfortunate that the standard of proof reading is not so high as is
usual with the distinguished publishers.

The General Infirmary at Leeds. Volume II: The Second Hundred Years
1869-1965. S. T. ANNING. Edinburgh and London. E. & S. Living-
stone Ltd. 1966. Pp. xii + 188. Price 42s.

Dr Anning has now completed his task. Volume I of this work was
reviewed in this Journal in 1963 (J. Coll. gen. Practit. 1963, 6, 317). In that


