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The story of William Hunter. SIR CHARLES ILLINGWORTH. Edinburgh and
London. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1967. Pp. viii± 134. Price 35s.

The two greatest names in obstetrics in the eighteenth century were William
Smellie and William Hunter. Both were Scotsmen who espoused the unfashion-
able calling of man-midwife.
They brought to their chosen specialty gifts and graces unknown to all their

predecessors except, perhaps, the younger Chamberlen. At this distance of time
we cannot easily separate the elder Hunter from his brother, the great collector
and surgeon. Gentler in his ways he may have been, greater culture and learning
he certainly had. His wisdom he passed on to his younger brother-if that had
been all that he did he would be honoured. Sir Charles Illingworth has supplied
a book of considerable charm. Some, including your reviewer, will question
the wisdom of recounting this important biography in the first person, a method
which, even with the help of copious references, leaves the reader questioning:
Did he really say that? Is that what he thought? But having said this it must be
conceded that this is a story well told; the rich prose style of the period is well
recaptured and the whole production a very worthy testimonial to the memory
of a great man.

The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland and its Medical School, 1784-1966.
Second edition. J. D. H. WIDDESS, M.A., LrrT.D., L.R.C.P. & S.I., M.C.PATH.
Edinburgh and London. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd. 1967. Pp. 152.
Price 35s. Od.

The Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland received its charter in 1784; thus it
is sixteen years senior to the Royal College of Surgeons of England. In under-
graduate education it was the first to offer courses of study fit for the instruction
of the general practitioner. In this it owed its success to the need for medical
officers first in the army and, as the war progressed, in the navy during the struggles
with Napoleon. Until quite recent times the medical sei vices of the armed forces
have been largely supplied by graduates of medical schools of Ireland, and their
influence on them has been great. In his history of the Royal College of Surgeons
of Ireland and its Medical School, Dr Widdess makes no claims of this sort but
allows the facts to speak for themselves. The result is a lively and informative
history, which deserves the rare distinction for such a work of achieving a second
edition.

King Cholera: the biography of a disease. NORMAN LONGMATE. London.
Hamish Hamilton. 1966. Pp. xii + 271. Price 35s. Od.

It may be argued whether a disease can have a biography. Many will at
once say "a case record, yes", "an epidemiological survey, yes", "a social
history, yes", but not surely a biography, for a biography, by definition, implies
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