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to study every syndrome in such detail would have to be a direct descendant of
Macaulay's schoolboy; and would be an unconscionable time a-qualifying.
Any general practitioner with a dilettante interest in this subject would derive
great benefit from this book, but I think that most of us would be better served
by a digest accompanied by some of the really splendid illustrations, which for
one reader at least, translated some hitherto vague concepts into accurate
anatomical visualizations.

Common symptoms of disease in children. R. S. ILLINGWORTH, M.D., F.R.C.P.,
D.P.H., D.C.H. Oxford and Edinburgh. Blackwell Scientific Publications.
1967. Pp. ix + 270. Price 40s.

This book could be considered to be the reverse of a normal textbook, since
it begins with the symptoms and then suggests the cause. Professor Illingworth's
aim is to present an aid to diagnosis in the sick child. This is, therefore, not a
textbook of paediatrics, but a book to be used in association with such a book.
An important part of each section throughout is the bibliography where principal
sources are given, and at the end of the volume there is a list of 'Some relevant
books'. About 100 common symptoms are considered, the text being presented
in precis and note form. The important likely causes are given, indicating the
commonest in each case. Suggestions are also made as to suitable investigations
which may be performed as a help towards diagnosis. Many of the symptoms
considered would not be listed in the index of the usual textbook, e.g. failure to
thrive, crying and overactivity. This is not, however, a treatise on rarities, but is
as the title states a consideration of common symptoms. A special section is
included on the side-effects of drugs, a common cause of confusion. There is
also a section, in fact a list, entitled 'Some popular fallacies', e.g. bronchitis and
convulsions being due to teething.

This book was written mainly for the general practitioner, both as an aid to
his making a diagnosis, and also as a guide as to when to seek specialist advice.
It should prove a most useful book for the general practitioner and at 40s. is
value for money.

Clinical psychopathology. PROFESSOR FRANK FISH. Bristol. John Wright and
Son. 1967. Pp. 106. Price 30s. Od.

This is a comprehensive description of the signs and symptoms of psychiatric
disease. No attempt is made to explain their derivation. The book is timely as
doctors other than psychiatrists are becoming aware of the importance of many
psychiatric syndromes such as depression, epilepsy and addiction in general
medicine. Professor Fish not only has an intimate knowledge of German
psychiatric literature but he also puts things very clearly and wastes few words.
For example he defines a hysterical symptom as a symptom which is adopted
by the patient for the sake of some advantage, although he is not aware of this
motivation. Later he suggests "It would be more correct to describe functional
psychological disorders as those in which we have been unable to discover any
coarse brain disease, but in some of which it is highly likely that we shall find
some finer variety of brain disease." It is fascinating to read lucid descriptions
of symptoms and syndromes which one comes actoss albeit rarely in general
practice. There are a few small omissions. Many children pass through a
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phase of 'physiological' hallucinosis: and in his description of hypnogogic states
he makes no mention of the bizarre changes in the body image which can occur.
L.illiputian hallucinations can fill the observer with horror, although in the
author's experience the patient usually enjoys them. Jealousy is commonplace
in the community and from time to time it comes to the attention of the family
doctor. We are reminded it can be a dangerous symptom. In a series of 200
sane murderers, almost a quarter were driven to the act by jealousy.

This book will not find its way onto the bookshelf of every general practitioner,
but those with an interest in psychiatry will find it both fascinating and useful.

Parkinson's disease. LESLIE OLIVER, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.S., F.A.C.S. London.
William Heinemann Medical Books Limited. 1967. Pp. 69. Puice 21s.

This is a disappointing book. Taking as his text a not uncommon chronic
neurological disease that presents many problems to us all-victims, relatives,
family doctors, neurologists, hospitals and local health authorities, Mr Oliver
has let us down. He is one of our most eminent neurosurgeons and has had a
particular interest in and experience of the surgical care of patients with Par-
kinson's disease. I therefore turned expectantly to this welcomely short book
hoping to learn from his experience and knowledge. The contents page was
promising. There are three sections, one dealing with the underlying lesions
and the clinical features, the second with medical treatment and the third with
surgical management.
The book is presented badly, with a lack of depth that makes one wonder for

whom it is intended. Nowhere, except perhaps in the section on surgical
management, does Mr Oliver assume that the book will be read by a scientifically-
trained doctor. The clinical description is no better than that in any standard
general textbook of medicine, with no pearls culled from experience. The section
on medical tieatment is inadequate in its rather superficial discussion of the
drugs available. There is scant mention of the problems facing the families at
home and of ways and means of helping them.
The section on surgical management is over-complex, in contrast to the rest

of the book and with over-emphasis on complex machines designed for stereo-
taxic thalamotomy. The history of most surgical machines is that few have been
accepted by more than a few and that the more complex the machine the less
likely the acceptance.
Mr Oliver's presentation of his personal results is naive. He states that in 51

per cent of surgically operated cases the results have been 'outstanding' and in 81
per cent 'worthwhile'. I wonder how representative these results really are ?
From my own, admittedly small, series I find that of 10 patients who were
operated upon no outstanding success was noted and in only two was the pro-
cedure worth while. It is a pity that Mr Oliver did not combine with a neuro-
logist and a family doctor to write this book.

Paraplegia at home. MARJORIE A. THOMPSON, A.I.M.S.W. and WILLIAM A.
MURRAY, O.B.E., M.D., F.R.C.P. Edinburgh and London. E. & S. Living-
stone Limited. 1967. Pp. 43. Price 10s. 6d.

This booklet will be of considerable interest to those dealing with paraplegics in
hospitals, to local government officers, town and county councils and not least
general practitioners. It is an analysis of a follow up of 101 paraplegics (85
males and 16 females) who have attended the Spinal Injuries Unit at Edenhall


