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being considered in breach of his terms of
service. Alternatively, suppose a civil action
were brought against him; where, indeed
would he stand?

Verily he would not have a leg to stand on,
and would be in dire need of help from his
Medical Defence Society!

" My other observation is of a somewhat
different nature and is in the realm of the
medico-political, horrid word, but in my
active life I have had some experience.

1 think I started attending annual represent-
ative meetings of the B.M.A. in 1934, and
have always endeavoured to interest myself
in the problems facing all branches of the
profession rather than just ours.

How well I remember the problem of the
registrars’ bottleneck and of the refusal of the

CORRESPONDENCE

government of the day to create more con-
sultant posts, preferring, according to informa-
tion given to us, to economize by giving senior
registrars, in certain cases, responsibilities
appertaining to consultants.

As I see it, Dr Stone’s suggestion goes
even further in providing the powers that be
with another source of cheap labour. Does
he seriously suggest that the S.R.N. should
have this extra responsibility thrust upon her
—however interesting she might find the
work—having regard to the fact that financially
the public, as represented by the government
(of either political colour) values her services
at less than, say, those of a bus conductor?

Silverdale.
Lancs.

C. VIpONT BROWN.
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Infectious diseases. CARL C. DAUER, ROBERT F.
KORNS AND LEONARD M. SCHUMAN. American
Public Health Association. Vital and Health
Statistics Monographs. Cambridge, Mass.
Harvard University Press. London. Oxford
University Press. 1968. Pp. xviii+262.
Price £2 7s. 6d.

This book will only be of interest to those wish-
ing to compare vital statistics from the U.S.A.
with their own experience. For others the short
introduction holds some unexpected treasures:
“Reporting was often required of masters of ships,
inn and tavern keepers, boarding house managers,
and heads of households, even before physicians
were required to report . ..”" “A system of collect-
ing information annually on certain diseases from
selected physician correspondents was instituted
in Michigan in 1875.”” “Minnesota required the
reporting . . . of specified diseases of domestic
animals as well as of man in 1885.”

The three main chapters cover infectious and
parasitic diseases, other specified infectious diseases
(e.g. infections of the kidney, otitis media etc.) and
respiratory diseases. Each chapter divides clearly
into sections on particular diseases, starting with a
short historical note. Differences between age
groups, sexes, races and States or regions are
brought out in the text and tables. One feature of
the tables which might irritate British readers is
that the latest or current figures appear at the top
or in the left column, so that annual rates are read
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from right to left or from bottom to top. Differ-
ences in morbidity or mortality between whites and
coloured races may hold some lessons for those
doctors in Britain who have many coloured
immigrants or residents among their patients.

Diagnosis and treatment of cardiac arrhythmias.
J. P. P. StoCcK, M.D., F.R.C.P. London.
Butterworths. 1969. Pp. 234. Price £3 15s. 0d.

The basis of this book is Dr Stock’s careful
analysis of electrocardiograms of cardiac arrhyth-
mias. The recognition of much of the subject
matter has been hastened, if not actually made
possible, by the use of the direct writing electro-
cardiograph.

The first three chapters are devoted to descrip-
tions of normal rhythms with the relevant anatomy
and physiology. Subsequent chapters deal with
detailed analysis and descriptions of arrhythmias,
and the general practitioner who does not use an
electrocardiograph may find chapters on subjects
about which he has seldom heard. These include
escape beats and escape rhythms, extra systoles
and parasystole, ectopic tachycardias and atrio-
ventricular dissociation; the commonly known
arrhythmias are also described.

The factual descriptions of the arrhythmias are
clear, concise and always illustrated with reproduc-
tions of electrocardiograms. Theoretical considera-
tions relating to aetiology are discussed, and while



Book REVIEWS

the author usually makes a plain statement of his
own views, the opinions of other workers are
mentioned, and he includes a list of 158 references
to relevant literature which enables the serious
worker to delve further into controversial points.
Many readers, not excluding the writers of some
books on electrocardiography, will be surprised at
the close attention to detail and the precise
measurements which are necessary to elucidate
some of the problems.

It is usually possible to find minor faults in any
book, especially a first edition. Almost identical
sentences are occasionally repeated (for example,
see page 1) and ‘clearly’ and ‘of course’ are rather
overworked. The manner of presentation results
in repetition and discontinuity. The too frequent
reference to subsequent chapters for further
information interrupts our search and train of
thought. The study of some electrocardiograms
requires the reproduction of long continuous strips
and no publisher appears to have evolved a
satisfactory way of doing this; perhaps a few large
pages folded on themselves as maps are in other
books would be adequate. However, these are
minor and personal criticisms of an important
and valuable contribution to a better understand-
ing of cardiac arrhythmias.

It is an essential book for doctors using their
own electrocardiographs, and also contains much
that should be read by any practising doctor. The
chapters on management and treatment are
important, and one would like to see the chapter
on digitalis intoxication reproduced for wider
circulation.

Illustrated manual of laboratory diagnosis. Indica-
tions and interpretations. R. DouGLas
CoLLINs, M.D. Philadelphia. J. B. Lippincott
Co. London. Pitman Medical Publishing
Co. Ltd. 1968. Pp. xv+299. Price £10 10s. 0d.

The outstanding feature of this transatlantic
publication is the extensive use of coloured
diagrams to illustrate the biochemical changes in
disease states where laboratory tests can be of
help. These illustrations (nearly 200) are out-
standing for their detail, their clarity, and their
aesthetic appeal, enabling quite complex clinical
conditions to be explained in a few lines of text.

The diagrams are standardized for each system
on the basis of normal physiology and biochemical
findings. Additional non-illustrated sections in-
clude those on “The laboratory diagnosis of
infectious diseases’> and on the ‘work-up’ of
symptoms and of suspected disease states.

The approach throughout the book is from the
viewpoint of the practising clinician and technical
details of laboratory procedures are not included.
The author is a strong advocate of the increased
use of the laboratory in diagnosis and even of a
routine ‘battery’ of tests on hospital admissions.
He stresses, however, the need for a critical
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attitude to laboratory findings in isolation which
do not accord with the clinical evidence, and even
gives some tips on assessing the reliability of a
particular laboratory.

This is an attractive manual, a pleasure to handle
and to read. Its only disadvantage appears to be
its high price—perhaps inevitable in view of the
extensive use of colour illustrations. Even if this
deters some practitioners it would be a most useful
addition to the library of any local hospital or

" medical society, or even to that of a group practice.

Lectures in medicine. Second edition. C. W. H.
HAVARD, M.A.,, D.M., M.R.C.P. London.
Staples Press. 1969. Pp. xiv+399. Price
£3 10s. 0d.

The second edition of this book follows the first
within 12 months therefore the author can rightly
claim, as he does in his preface, that his aim is “to
review recent advances in medicine and modern
concepts of the nature of disease . . .”".

The book is a collection of a series of lectures
delivered to first-year medical students. The
subjects chosen tend to be in a clinical no-man’s
land falling in areas not claimed as theirs by the
general specialist, and falling outside the scope of
general textbooks. Four chapters contained in the
first edition have been omitted, the rest have been
revised and rewritten. Those chapters left out have
made way for new ones on more recent topics such
as medical aspects of transplantation, a subject
well to the fore in medical thought and discussion
today. The text contains no references, but at the
rear of the book suggestions for further reading
are listed chapter-wise.

This is a most useful book for the student and
the non-specialist filling as it does, gaps left in
the standard texts. A book of this type must be
hard work for its author since it needs constant
revision, he must also be ruthless in his exclusion
of subjects as they pass into the standard works.
Dr Havard has got off to an excellent start.

New editions

Pediatrics.  Fourteenth edition., Henry L.
BARNETT, M.D., ARNOLD H. EINHORN, M.D.
New York. Butterworths. 1968. Pp. xxv-+
1847. Price £10 15s. 0d.

The original Holt’s Diseases of infancy and
childhood first appeared in 1896. This, the four-
teenth edition, is the second to appear under its
new and abbreviated title. It has also, according
to the editor in his preface, been almost entirely
rewritten to bring it into line with new trends in
child health services in the United States. The
psychological, physiological and biochemical
aspects of children’s diseases are discussed, as well
as the clinical.

Like all encyclopaedic textbooks it is easy to



