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viewed are given. We are not told whether they
are taken out of context. Anyway, they are anec-
dotal and thus unscientific. Those who are
involved with feet care may want to spend 18s. on
this book. Had it been condensed to a short paper
many medical journals might have wished to
publish it.

Lecture notes on bacteriology. R. R. GILLIES, M.D.,
D.P.H.,, M.C.Path. Oxford and Edinburgh.
Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1968.
Pp. vii+188. Price 20s. 0d.

This is a small handy well-written introduction
to a large subject. There are eight introductory and
general chapters on bacterial anatomy, physiology,
aggressive and defence mechanisms, serology and
the spread of infection. The next ten chapters
classify and describe the various groups of bacteria
and the three final chapters outline the collection
and testing of specimens, antibiotic sensitivity and
sterilization techniques.

Medical students and young graduates will find
this book as useful as any; older doctors will be
jolted to find how much has passed them by since
qualification.

The principles and practice of medicine. Seven-
teenth edition. Edited by A. MCGEHEE
HARVEY, M.D., D.sc. (Hon.), L. E. CLUFF,
M.D., R. J. Jouns, Mm.D., A. H. OWENS JNR.,
M.D., D. RaBINowiTZ, M.D. and R. S. Ross,
M.D. London. Butterworths. 1968. Pp.
xxiii+1,472. Price £7 18s. 0d.

This monumental tome has six editors and 59
contributors, all of whom are or have been on the
professional staff of the department of medicine
of the Johns Hopkins University School of
Medicine. As the editors point out, it is not a
revision of Osler’s great book (the sixteenth
edition by Christian appeared in 1947). It was
conceived as a Johns Hopkins textbook of medi-
cine, as Osler had originally intended for his eighth
edition. It is the product of a single department
in which the presentation of a heritage of clinical
excellence received from Osler has been the goal.
They point out that the focus of the usual textbook
of medicine is upon the disease rather than the
patient. Their purpose in this edition is to produce
a book which is built around the patient rather
than the disease, with the problems he presents in
diagnosis, management and prognosis. Much of
the material contained in current textbooks has,
therefore, been sacrificed. To meet any gap on a
particular subject a list of references has been in-
cluded at the end of each section.

The text opens with an excellent section on the
approach to the patient, the examination and the
intelligent use of ancillary methods and the
management of the patient after a diagnosis has
been made. The next section is refreshingly sur-
prising and illustrates one of the great advances
made since the last edition—an account of the
disorders of water and electrolyte metabolism.
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Other sections which emphasize accretion of
knowledge are those on medical genetics and on
diseases in the immunological features. Both are
masterly expositions of the principles involved.

The chapters on renal, cardiovascular, pul-
monary and neurological diseases follow the
pattern set by the editors—an emphasis on clinical
problems, e.g. uraemia, haematuria, congestive
heart failure, obstructive airway disease, pleural
effusions, headache and weakness, to name a few
topics from each section. In an attempt to cover
the whole realm of medicine, chapters on
psychiatry, medical ophthalmology and dermato-
logy have been included.

With so many authors, there is naturally an
unevenness in content and presentation. The field
of gastroenterology, for example, is confined to
63 pages, 12 of which are devoted to malabsorp-
tion—but there are 128 references at the end of the
section. Some subjects, e.g. endocrine diseases,
histoplasmosis and tuberculosis receive much more
detail.

An unpleasing feature of the book is the vast
number of lists of lesions and tables of causes,
which detract by their synoptic touch, and can be
of little value to the physician and still less to the
student. This seventeenth edition bears little
relation to Osler, but with the great strides made
in all branches of medicine, this is not surprising.
The double-column page-setting is easy on the
eye, and the book is eminently readable. It
succeeds in what the editors have set out to do,
and, with this divergence from traditional text-
books, it will make refreshing reading for the
physician and the postgraduate.

A mild criticism can be directed to the binding,
which seems tenuous for such a heavy tome; while
the longitudinal arrangement of the book title
and editors’ names on the cover will call for a
degree of cervical dexterity when placed on the
bookshelf.

The education of exceptional children and youth.
Second edition. Edited by W. M. Cruick-
SHANK, Ph.D., D.Sc., and G. ORVILLE JOHNSON.
London. Staples Press. 1968. Pp. xvii+730.
Price £4 Ss. 0d.

This is not a book of primary concern to British
general practitioners. It is written in a number of
sections by distinguished authors from several
American universities and provides a comprehen-
sive survey of current thinking in relation to the
education of handicapped children. Each problem
is considered in some depth, primarily from the
educational point of view. The book is of particu-
lar interest in dealing with the management of
highly intelligent children and in regard to the
traditional educational problems of to what extent
such children should be segregated. It also has an
interesting section on stuttering. Its price is bound
to make this book unattractive, except to those
general practitioners who have a special interest in
this field.



