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For nearly 20 years medical students have turned to Gaddum's
Pharmacology for reliable information, lucidly conveyed and
pleasantly spiced with occasional anecdotes and quotations.
Therapeutic uses are mentioned, but it is not a manualoftherapeutics.
What it does is to make therapeutics more intelligible and therefore
more interesting, and practitioners who read it will be richly rewarded,
for it is very readable. All the important drugs in the B.P. 1958 are
mentioned and discussed, together with a number of others, some
proprietary, and the dosages given. Curiously enough Chlorothia-
zide, perhaps the most important recent introduction, is omitted.
This might account for the statement that " potassium deficiency ...
is difficult to produce artificially", for the difficulty with Saluric is
to avoid it, and diarrhoea will also cause potassium deficiency.
It is refreshing to find an author who does not bow to popular
fashion and says " children need extra vitamin D in winter " and
" It is probable that many mild infections of mucous membranes
could be avoided if more vitamin A was taken ". It is quite possible
that Dr Gaddum's special interest in animal physiology may con-
vince him where some clinicians may doubt, but animal and human
studies are increasingly helping to fertilize one another, and no
practitioner can read this book without being stimulated as well
as enlightened.

Diseases of the Nervous System. Described for practitioners and
students by Sir FRANCIS WALSHE, M.D., D.SC., F.R.S. Ninth
edition. Livingstone, 1958, Pp. 390, 89 illustrations. 30s. Od.

This book is deservedly a favourite. The writer has succeeded
in his aim of writing a simple textbook. on a complicated subject.
He has produced one which is authoritative and personal. It is a
model textbook for students.

If a general practitioner has not had a good grounding in neurology
as a student, he is unlikely to acquire it in his day-to-day work.
The subject is too complex and the incidence of neurological disease
too low in general practice. For the most part the practitioner
requires a reference book in which he can refresh his memory when
faced by such a disease as myasthenia gravis for the first time in
four years. Most of us will welcome a simple book. It is a tribute
to this one that it can serve in this way as well as in its earlier purpose.
The reviewer found the chapter on Vascular Disorders of the

Brain particularly important. These are one of the commonest
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