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A Clinical Introduction to Heart Disease. CRIGHTON BRAMWELL,

M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. Emeritus Professor of Cardiology, Univer-
sity of Manchester. Lond: Oxford University Press, 1959,
pp. viii + 229. Price 21s. Od.

There have been several classic discriptions of heart disease. No
sooner did Sir James Mackenzie's great work begin to date than
his disciple Sir Thomas Lewis, wrote a beautifully clear and concise
introduction in which, with forbearance unusual in the clinical
scientist, the technical and laboratory sides to diagnosis were
relegated to their secondary and proper place. Now follows
Crighton Bramwell. His " Clinical Introduction" is a brilliant book.
No final year student will be able to ignore it, and no general
practitioner or specialist will fail to find his knowledge broadened
in reading it. Here, in limped prose, the wisdom of a lifetime is
expounded.
An unusual feature in the book is the historical approach to the

signs and symptoms described. The names of the great cardiologists
of the past, with short biographical notes, are interspersed in the
text in such a manner as to make them part of the story which is
unfolded. The text is also enlivened by thirty-six cases drawn from
the personal experience of the author to illustrate many of the points
he makes.
The publishers have risen to a great occasion with taste and dignity.

This book will become a classic.

Essentdals of Human Reproduction. Edited by J. T. VELARDO,
PH.D. of Yale University Medical School, New York, Oxford
University Press. pp. 270. 110/-.

This is another of those American textbooks, which is cheap at
£5 10s. Od. It is a beautiful piece of medical literature. The title
more than adequately describes the contents which contain far
more than essentials, indeed this book with 1,200 references,
*provides a home university course in human reproduction. It is
needless to comment on binding, paper or the mass of illustrations,
for this has been produced by the same editor, illustrator and
publisher as its sister volume The Endocrinology of Reproduction,
reviewed in our last issue. The reviewer's comment in this respect
is quite adequate.
One is left wondering how many of the numerous references are

really necessary. For instance, no fewer than 24 references are used
to confirm Weber's finding in 1832 of the existence in the placenta
of inter-villous space with separate maternal and foetal circulations
-a fact every medical student accepts. The American advances
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