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more than a thousand beds have been lost to general practice.
Many of the best doctors entering practice look for a cottage
hospital in the district they wish to work in, and the standard of
medicine when this amenity exists is usually higher than in other
places.

We regret that it is no longer possible for the general practitioner
who finds his bent to be in specialist or consulting practice to
transfer from the domiciliary to the hospital branch. Many of the
consultants whose opinions are of the greatest value have in the
past benefited from the varied experience that they acquired in
general practice. We hope that some method will be devised to
break down this barrier.

Postgraduate courses are valuable, but for the keen man the
ability to treat his patients when necessary in hospital and the
possibility, if he so desires, of being able by hard work to become a
consultant will keep him abreast of current medical thought far
more than any number of lectures and demonstrations. The rusty
general practitioner and the stale consultant will always create a
problem: they are the fruit of isolation and lack of interest. If
the two great branches of the profession can come together as
equal partners in the wards of the hospital, as they do (only too
rarely) in domiciliary consultation, it will become difficult for
members of either branch to feel lonely, or to, lose interest.

THE RECEPTION AT THE ROYAL SCOTTISH ACADEMY

The reception given by the President, Council, members and
associates of the College at the Royal Scottish Academy was an
unqualified success. The spacious galleries made a delightful
setting for a memorable occasion for the thousand guests who
attended. The arrangements were made by the members of the
Scottish Council who are to be congratulated for the work they did.
That the average cost per head should not have exceeded 8s. 6d. is
an indication of their good husbandry.

In our May issue we included a slip asking for contributions
towards the President's Hospitality Fund. The president thanks
all those who have subscribed and wishes it to be known that more
subscriptions are required to make the fund solvent.


