CORRESPONDENCE

urity and ageing.
(f) The range of the ‘normal’.

AREA III—Human behaviour

(a) Social relationships—between individuals,
within families, in school, at work, in other
groups, and in the wider community.

(b) The individual or family vulnerable because
of medical or social situations, acute or
chronic.

(c) The meaning to the patient of his relation-
ship and consultations with his general
practitioner.

(d) The general practitioner’s rdle in accepting,
understanding and advising on deviant
behaviour patterns.

AREA IV—Society and medicine

(a) The meaning of ‘health’ and ‘illness’.

(b) The relationship of medical services to other
institutions of society.

(c) The application of sociological and epi-
demiological principles to individuals and
the practice community.

(d) Interprofessional relationships in teamwork
and consultation, delegation and referral.

(¢) The organization of medical services in the
United Kingdom, and comparison with
those of other countries.

AREA V—The practice
(a) Organization.
(b) Premises, staffing and equipment.
(c) Recording and communications.
(d) Practice management.
(e) Research methods.

These five areas also serve to indicate the needs
of the individual for continuing education, and the
opportunities for research either individual or co-
operative.

JoHN HORDER,

London. Chairman, Working Party.

Rubella and pregnancy
Sir,

A Public Health Laboratory Service Working
Party has recently completed a study of the effect
of human normal immunoglobulin given to
rubella contacts who were in the early stage of
pregnancy. This entailed the examination of sera
from over 6,000 women who were in contact with
cases of rubella. The results which have now been
published in the British Medical Journal, 1970, 2,
497 unfortunately showed the immunoglobulin to
have little if any protective value.

We would, however, like to take this oppor-
tunity to express our appreciation of the help given
by those general practitioners from many parts of
the United Kingdom who undertook to send the
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samples and to provide the requésts for epidemio-
logical information including details of any babies
born subsequently.

We are additionally indebted to the undernoted
doctors who provided throat and nasal swabs from
index cases of rubella in households and serum
samples from women who though in contact were
not pregnant at the time and therefore not given
immunoglobulin. This group of women provided
a valuable control group which could not have
been obtained without the co-operation of the
doctors concerned.

A. D. MACRAE
Chairman,

D. REID,
Secretary,

Central Public Health Laboratory, Colindale,
London.

Drs C. A. M. Aitken, Brecon; G. S. Adams,
Middlesex; Carey D. Baker, South Woodford;
D. M. Baker, Middlesex; A. R. Barber, Bedford;
I. Barker, Hampshire; A. Neil Bond, Pembroke-
shire; H. G. Bowen, Swansea; David Boyns,
Carmarthenshire; P. G. Brent, London; G. T.
Bungay, Berkshire; M. P. Carter, Suffolk; A. J. M.
Cavenagh, Brecon; D. A. Coffman, London;
H. Faulkner, London; V. F. Collinson, Bedford;
C. W. M. Cooper, Lincoln; Katharina Dalton,
Edmonton; D. J. Davies, Resolven, Wales; R. E.
Dreaper, Winchester; D. R. Edwards, Cardigan-
shire; W. T. Edwards, Swansea; D. B. Evans,
Porthcawl; J. N. T. Evans, Carmarthen, S. Wales.

H. K. Ford, Kings Lynn; M. J. Furniss, Middle-
sex; D. G. Garvie, Staffordshire; R. Griffiths,
London; S. Griffiths, London; D. W. W. Hendry,
Fife; D. Hooker, Cornwall; M. Hopkin-Thomas,
Carmarthenshire; J. P. Horder, London; J. E.
Hughes, Montgomeryshire; J. H. Hughes, Aberyst-
wyth; D. G. W. Jenkins, Carmarthenshire; Gwyn
Jones, Swansea; T. A. Jones, Swansea; P. N.
Kersley, Buckinghamshire; J. D. E. Knox, Edin-
burgh; D. Kyle, Brecon; B. K. Lane, Bedford;
B. H. Latimer, Middlesex; J. K. Lloyd, Exeter;
Ronald Law, London; B. Lewis, Swansea; A. B,
Lowther, Porthcawl; I. G. Lennox, Berkshire.

J. I. McFeeters, Lincoln; G. MacNaugbton,
Edinburgh; G. C. Metcalfe, Bedford; G. W.
Middleton, Pembrokeshire; M. I. Morgan, Aber-
ystwyth; N. Nicholson, Middlesex; John H. Owen,
Porthcawl; R. B. Parker, Swansea; T. J. Andrew
Phillips, Glamorganshire; David D. J. Rees,
Swansea; G. D. Rees, Swansea; D. Rhys-Phillips,
Pembrokeshire; M. Schapira, Yorkshire; F. S.
Shepherd,’ Middlesex; M. Sheridan, London;
S. J. Silvey, Bristol; E. Sklar, London; R. Stowe,
Bermondsey; J. Waters, Birmingham; G. I.
Watson, Surrey; G. B. Whitaker, Middlesex;
M. J. Whitfield, Bristol; R. Williams, Derbyshire;
D. Williams, Cwmllynfell, near Swansea; S. L.
Williams, Swansea; W. O. Williams, Swansea.



