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NUMBER OF GENERAL
PRACIITIONERS

The number of general practitioners in
England in 1971 increased by 275 to 19,374.
This is the largest increase for ten years.

COST OF THE NATIONAL
HEALTH SERVICE

The total cost of the health and personal
services was £1,988,000,000 in the financial
year 1970-71.

M.D.

Dr R. H. Wilkins has recently been awarded
an M.D. degree from Manchester University
for his thesis on The detection of the abnormal
drinker in general practice.

MANCHESTER UNIVERSITY

The Department of general practice at
Manchester University is holding a scientific
meeting for members of staff of departments
of general practice from 29-30 June, 1973.

Teachers' course
The 1973 general-practitioner teachers'

course will be held by the department on
17-21 September, 1973.

WOMEN DOCTORS' RETAINER
SCHEME

A new scheme to help married women doctors
to continue in medicine while bringing up
their children, which is to be introduced by
Sir Keith Joseph, Secretary of State for Social
Services, was formally communicated to the
National Health Service authorities on 28
July, 1972 in a memorandum which is available
from the Department of Health and Social
Security.
The scheme comes into operation on 1

September. It will be open to any doctor under
55 years of age who cannot practise because
of family commitments, but intends to resume
a medical career in the National Health
Service-in the hospital service, public health
service or general practice-when these
commitments lighten.
Membership will enable a doctor to do a

small number of specially arranged, paid
clinical sessions, and attend some sessions of

postgraduate medical education. Members
will also receive an annual retainer of £50 to
cover expenses.

VASECTOMY

It has been reported that the Government
intends to find time, possibly in October, for
the Bill to enable local authorities to provide
vasectomy under the National Health Service.
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HELP FOR THE DISABLED
A new international symbol has recently been adopted by eight Council of Europe member
states-Austria, Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg, Holland and the United
Kingdom. This symbol which will be white on a blue background represents a disabled person
seated on a wheelchair.

It will be attached to public buildings where the main door either has no steps or possesses a
ramp and where doorways and other entrances are at least 80 centimetres (32 inches) wide; and
where lavatories and lifts are large enough for wheelchairs.


