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Obituary
The Rt. Hon. Sir Henry Willink, BT., M.C.,

Q.C., D.C.L., Hon.LI.D., Hon.F.R.C.G.P.

We record with the deepest regret the death,
on 1 January, of Sir Henry Willink, an
Honorary Fellow of the College. The nine-
teenth James Mackenzie Lecture (January
Journal) tells in considerable detail of the
tremendously important part he played, as
Chairman of the Steering Committee, in the
foundation of our College.
Having been Minister of Health he knew

about some of the difficulties which faced
general practitioners in their daily work; he
knew of the critical attitude of some senior
consultants and specialists towards them; he
appreciated how much the future welfare of
British medicine depended on improving the
standard and the status of general practice;
and he had a sincere and deep-felt sympathy
for family doctors. He really wanted to help
them.
At monthly intervals throughout much of

1952, often at great inconvenience to himself,
he attended all the eight meetings of the
Steering Committee. They took place in the
evenings, which meant that he had to motor
back to Cambridge after dinner each time.
James Simpson, a general practitioner in
Cambridge who was also on the Steering
Committee, sometimes accompanied him.
Harry Willink's sense of humour and fair

play, his kindness and determination saw the
Steering Committee through many a bad
patch. His great friendship with Sir Wilson
Jameson and his acquaintance with several
other senior members of our profession were a
considerable help. He was not afraid of any of

them. His intimate understanding of the legal
problems which faced the Committee, and his
wise advice about these and about the firm of
solicitors (Linklaters and Paines) whom he
thought would help us most over the
intricacies of company law, were of infinite
value to the doctors on the Committee who
knew little or nothing about these things.

His hospitality and friendship over the next
20 years-when he was Master of Magdalene
College, Cambridge, and later at 51 Madingley
Road after he had retired, were wide open to
all those who knew him well.
A few months before he died he read and

approved the draft of the James Mackenzie
Lecture which described the prominent part
he had taken in the birth of our College. He
suggested a few important amendments all of
which were incorporated in the lecture.
Much of the correspondence between him

and the Honorary Secretary of the Steering
Committee 20 years ago and since then has
been preserved. In this there are many inter-
esting comments on how a former Minister of
Health viewed the medical profession! Even
at the age of 80 his handwriting was as neat,
his mind as clear, and his humour as infectious
as they had ever been.
We are comforted to know that in 1955 our

College, in its evidence to the Willink Com-
mittee on Medical Manpower, strongly
recommended an increase in the number of
doctors for Great Britain-advice which was,
unfortunately, not taken at the time.
Henry Willink's name will always stand high

on the list of those to whom the College owes
its greatest debt. Without him it might never
have been founded.

JOHN H. HUNT

Correspondence
STUDENT SELECTION

Sir,
I cannot allow to pass as truth Dr John Stephen's

assertions (December Journal) that a college attack
on "entrenched and myopic academics" will bring
"some sanity and wisdom" to the problems of
selecting students of medicine. He did not disclose
his experience of this difficult field, so he may be
correct in stating that some medical schools choose
students only on the basis of school certificate
examination results in chemistry, physics and
biology. I would like him to name these schools.

I served for five years on the Admissions
Committee of the Aberdeen Faculty of Medicine,
three of them as Chairman; in that time I studied
some thousands of applications, examined the
correlation between pre-entry qualifications and
subsequent performance at medical school, sifted
the literature on the selection process, spent many
hours talking to hopeful students and their
parents, and attended innumerable conferences
and discussions on the best bases for selection.
From that experience I have to say to Dr Stephen
and those who think like him, that school perform-
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