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EXHIBITION STANDS
Three branches of the College now have
exhibition stands which can be used to display
some of the activities of the College at medical
meetings. These are the Medical Recording
Service Foundation, the Records Unit, and the
Journal of the Royal College of General
Practitioners.

All three organisations will be happy to
provide further details to faculty secretaries
and others organising medical meetings:

Medical Recording Service Foundation,
Kitts Croft, Writtle, Chelmsford, Essex,
CM1 3EH.
RCGP Records Unit, Lordswood House,

54 Lordswood Road. Harborne, Birmingham
B17 9DB.

Journal of the Royal College of General
Practitioners, 9 Marlborough Road, Exeter
EX2 4TJ.

THE BOARD OF CENSORS

The Board of Censors has decided that non-
founder members who have not passed the
examination, but who fall behind in their
subscriptions will in future have to pass the
examination before being readmitted to mem-
bership.

PRACTICE ORGANISATION ROOM

The main display shows the new A4 folder
with various other methods of filing this folder.
Several cabinets are displayed together with
the manufacturers' information and sales
literature.

The practice organisation study continues
to highlight many of the most interesting
features of some of the highly organised
practices throughout the United Kingdom. It
provides a method of identifying practices
worth visiting, and the Exhibition Secretary
is always grateful to receive the names of any
more practices that would be willing to par-
ticipate in this study.
The Disabled Living Foundation sends a

steady stream of information about aids for
the disabled, and this is on display as are a
number of handouts on various facets of
practice organisation written by members of
the Practice Organisation Committee.

In Memoriam
Fellows
H. L. GLYN HUGHES, London, SWI.
J. A. MAcDONALD, Tonbridge, Kent.
Members
C. A. McC. AITKEN, Brecon, Wales.
W. A. BOYLE, Sheffield 9.
R. C. DUGGALL, Bexleyheath, Kent.
ROBERT HILLMAN, Glasgow W.1.
J. B. LOGMORE, (Founder member) Shrews-

bury, Shropshire.
LAURENCE MCENTEE, Trim, Co. Meath.
PHILLIP SATTIN, Bushey, Herts.
G. W. WARD (Founder member), St. Agnes,

Cornwall.
MICHAEL WIGRAM, (Founder member)

Buckfastleigh, Devon.
J. S. WILSON, Christchurch, New Zealand.
MORRIS WINCHEL (Founder member), Chorl-
ton-cum-Hardy, Manchester 21.

MEDICAL NEWS

PRESIDENT OF THE COLLEGE OF
FAMILY PHYSICIANS OF CANADA

Dr H. I. MacGregor of Halifax, N.S., has been
elected President of the College of Family
Physicians of Canada.
Dr MacGregor gr,aduated from Dalhousie

University in 1943, wvs made a Fellow of the
College of Family Physicians of Canada in
1966 and in 1971 was Chairman of the Board
of Directors. He is married with seven
children and his hobbies include fishing, sailing
and hockey.
ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS

OF ENGLAND
Mr Rodney Smith M.S., F.R.C.S., has been
elected President of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England.

The Royal College of Surgeons ofEngland is
applying for a new charter. Power is being
sought to require all fellows to pay a statutory
annual subscription up to a maximum of £30
a year.

It is proposed " there shall be a governing
council of the College in which will be invested
the direction and management of the College,
and the government and control of its affairs."

PRESCRIBERS' JOURNAL
Dr M. J. Linnett, F.R.C.G.P., Provost of the
South London Faculty of the College has been
appointed Chairman of the Management
Committee of the Prescribers' Journal. Dr
Linnett is the first general practitioner ever to
hold this post.



190 Medical news

WEST GLAMORGAN HEALTH
AUTHORITY

Dr Gwyn Howells m.r.c.g.p., d.c.h., of
Swansea who is Chairman of the Swansea
Local Medical Committee has been appointed
a member of the West Glamorgan Area
Health Authority.

QUEEN'S UNIVERSITY OF
BELFAST

Dr Jack Henneman m.d., f.r.c.g.p., m.r.c.p.,
has been appointed consultant senior lecturer
in the Department of General Practice with
effect from 1 January 1974. Dr Henneman was
the senior partner in a four-man group prac¬
tice in Bournmouth, and has been Provost of
the Wessex Faculty of the College.
He has written papers on diabetic acidosis

and sarcoidosis in The Lancet.

ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION
Dr John Fry, f.r.c.s., f.r.c.g.p., has been
invited by the Rockefeller Foundation to
organise a one-week seminar in Italy on the
basic principles of primary care.

GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES
(PAYMENTS) BOARD

Dr Patrick J. Porteous, m.r.c.g.p., has been
appointed Medical Officer to The General
Medical Services (Payments) Board in Nor¬
thern Ireland.

GOVERNMENT ECONOMIES
It has been reported that about £69 million
(20 per cent) is being removed from plans for
spending on health during the years 1974-75.
An additional £42 million is being removed
from the revenue account.

INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON
GENERAL PRACTICE

An International Congress on General Prac¬
tice will be held at The Hague on 25-27 April
1974 by the International Society of General
Practice in conjunction with the Dutch Society
of General Practitioners.
The preliminary programme includes Mass

screening or selective examination of at-risk
groups, Multi-disciplinary co-operation in
primary medical care in the Netherlands and
Problems of therapy and therapeutic research
in general practice.

Information can be obtained from: SIMG
Secretariat, A-9010 Klagenfurt, Bahnhofstr.
22, Austria.

THE HEALTH TEAM IN ACTION
The British Broadcasting Corporation are

broadcasting five films about the general
practice health team in the series Medicine
Today. Programme one will appear on 26
March 1974 at 13.15 hours, and will be
repeated on 31 March 1974 at 10.00 hours.
The title will be The case that needed every¬

one and the second programme will be on

Reception and administration on 2 April 1974
at 13.15 hours, and will be repeated on 7 and
14 April 1974 at 10.00 hours. This programme
is likely to look at the practice administrator
and the receptionist, and possibly also at
medical records.
The third programme will be screened on

9 April 1974 at 13.15 hours and will look at
New roles for the nurse, including innovations
in community nursing. It will be repeated
on 16 April at 13.15 hours and on 21 April at
10.00 hours.
The fourth subject is The health visitor and

social worker and will discuss the rapidly
changing roles of the health visitor and the
social worker. This will appear on 23 April
at 13.15 hours and will be repeated on 28
April at 10.00 hours.
The final programme of the series examines

the Health team and the hospital, and will ask
what elements of health care should be pro¬
vided by the health team and what should be
provided by the hospital. This will appear on
30 April 1974 at 13.15 hours and will be
repeated on 5 May at 10.00 hours.

APPOINTING A PARTNER
Sir Keith Joseph, Secretary of State for the
Social Services, was asked in Parliament in
October 1973 about general-practitioner prin¬
cipals interviewing the wives of partners to
consider whether they were acceptable. He
was asked if he would enquire into this
practice in view of the Government's policy
about sex discrimination.

Sir Keith replied, "If general medical
practitioners wish to make social or informal
contacts before deciding on the acceptability
of a new partner this is a private matter for
them as independent practitioners, and neither
I nor the executive councils with whom they
are in contract have any right to intervene.
The Executive Council (1973). 24, 227-228.

NORTHERN IRELAND
A teachers' conference will be held at
Craigavon Area Hospital on 29 March 1974.
Another teachers' course which will be
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residential will be held at the Northern Coun-
ties Hotel, Portrush from 2-4 May 1974.

FIFTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON
GENERAL PRACTICE

The proceedings of the fifth world conference
on general practice held in Melbourne in
1972 have now been published.
The transcript of all the meetings, addresses,

panel discussions is contained in 612 pages of
printed matter plus articles and reports.

This publication can now be bought, price
$25.00 Australian including packing and post.
Orders should be sent to Dr Monty Kent-
Hughes, Fifth World Conference, 254 Albert
Street, East Melbourne, Victoria, Australia
3002.

ANNALS OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE
OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND

The Annals of the Royal College of Surgeons
ofEngland is being published in a new format
from January 1974. The size of the Annals is
now the same as that of this Journal. The
binding has been changed and the title now
appears on the spine.

HOSPITAL MEDICAL STAFF

During the past nine years the number of
medical staff in England increased by nearly
34 per cent. The number of women doctors
increased 54 per cent between 1962 and 1972.

General medical practitioners
In 1972 there were 21,029 doctors in general
practice in England. Of these the number
providing the whole range of medical services
was 19,975. The average list size in 1972 was
2,421.
The proportion of unrestricted principals

who were born outside the United Kingdom
and the Irish Republic had increased to 16
per cent on 1 October 1973.

Pharmaceutical services
The number of prescriptions dispensed in
England in 1972 exceeded 250 million, an
increase of 3-6 per cent. The total net in-
gredient cost was £155-4 million, and the
average ingredient cost per prescription was
82 2p, an increase of 8.7 per cent.
The proportion of prescriptions dispensed

for proprietary preparations was 79 per cent
for England in 1972. The national average
ingredient cost per person on an NHS list was
£3 *44 for the year.

Personal social services
The number of elderly and disabled persons
provided with residential accommodation by
local authorities rose to three per cent by 31
March 1972. Of the 113,000 people in
accommodation, 73 per cent were aged 75
or over.

Obstetric care
Ninety per cent of all births now take place in
National Health Service hospitals, and the
average stay after delivery is down to 6 * 2 days
in 1971.

Psychiatric services
The levelling off in the increase inthe numbers
of admission to mental hospitals in 1970 was
maintained in 1971.

Notified abortions
About 150,000 abortions were notified in
1972 in England. Of the 100,000 which took
place in approved places nearly half were
performed on women resident outside England
and Wales. Those which took place in NHS
hospitals were restricted almost entirely to
residents.

CARDEW-STANNING FOUNDATION
The Cardew-Stanning Foundation has trans-
ferred its offices from 24 Nutford Place, London
W.1 (Telephone No. 01-637-2744), to which
address all communications should be sent.

CORRECTION
The general-practitioner member of the Mid--
Glamorgan A.A. Board is Dr A. D. Mason,
M.R.C.G.P.,-and not Dr A. D. Morgan as was
printed in the December Journal.

POPULATION OF ENGLAND AND
WALES

The Registrar-General estimates that the
population of England and Wales rose by
0 3 per cent in the year ending 30 June 1973.
The average growth rate for. the decade 1962-
72 was 0 5 per cent.

COURT COMMITTEE
The Government Committee under Professor
Donald Court has been given its terms of
reference to "Review the provision made for
health services for children up to and through
school life; to study the use made of these
services by children and their parents; and to
make recommendations."

This committee is now inviting evidence
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which should be sent to J. E. Knight at the
Department of Health and Social Security,
Alexander Fleming House, Elephant and
Castle, London SEI.

REHABILITATION-THE NEW ERA

The British Council for the Rehabilitation of

the Disabled is holding a seminar at Tavistock
House South, Tavistock Square, London
WC1H 9LB on 1-5 July 1974. The Chairman
of the seminar will be H.R.H. The Prince
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and applications
should be made to the Conference Secretary,
REHAB, Tavistock House South, Tavistock
Square, London WCIH 9LB.

CORRESPONDENCE

WHAT KIND OF COLLEGE?
Sir,
At the outset, I should state that this letter
constitutes my own personal views and that my
intention is to provoke considered views by other
members of the College.

I left London in 1965 (having been active in the
West London Faculty). Since 1968, I have been
in a semi-rural practice. In the last eight years, I
ask myself has my opinion of the College changed?
Yes, it has. As a young man of 35, I felt that the
College was the ideal body to promote higher
standards in, and the standing of general practice.
Now, I consider that the College has got too big
and too remote. Why is this? Presumably, because
the College is looking after the biggest specialty of
aU, namely general practice. We learn that the
College is being inundated with doctors wishing
to take the M.R.C.G.P. examination. We read the
Annual Report of the College and we flnd that the
same names appear over and over again on all the
multiplicity of committees.

I really feel that the College should make much
more effort to produce an impact on the periphery
and to include the periphery within itself. I ask,
how does the College accurately know the views of
the periphery at the present time? Returning to
general practice in 1968, I contacted my local
faculty. What were the problems? In a rural
district, the distances involved make attend-
ing meetings more difficult than in London. Why
are not some of the larger faculties sub-divided so
that smaller groups of members living in neigh-
bouring towns could be allowed to get together
and hold their own meetings; even if only to ex-
change views on the College itself!

I tried recently, unsuccessfully, to talk on these
lines (while attending a residential course) to one of
the local faculty board members. He didn't really
want to listen to my views and merely said that the
Board were looking into the problem-end of
subject. But, as our Faculty Board have asked for
views in its recent newsletter, I was not exactly
encouraged by his attitude nor of the sincerity of
the newsletter. Dare I say " closed shop " ?

First and foremost, I am a doctor to help
patients, if I can. Secondly, if given the opportunity
I would like to participate in general-practitioner
training, preferably in my own practice and not in

a university department. Thirdly, and most
important, I like to feel I belong to our College.

I wonder what our younger and newer members
feel of the College? Do they ever get any real
opportunity to meet either the College officers or
members of the local Faculty Boards? Are Faculty
Boards keen on co-opting keen, young or new
associates or members to get new talent from the
grass roots? For that matter, are the College
central committees keen?
Our College, in my view, has a great respon-

sibility (far more than the other Royal Colleges) to
represent and encourage all members of the largest
specialty of all. If the College continues to emulate
the other establishment-conscious Royal Colleges
it will have singularly failed. Is it too much to hope
that the Council and some of the Faculty Boards
will consider this point of view? No doubt we
shall see by the reaction to this letter in your
columns.

J. D. W. WHrrNEY
The Cottage,
Footherly Road,
Shenstone,
Lichfield,
Staffs. WS14 ONJ.

CONSENSUS
Sir,
Dr Howie is quite right when he says in his
paper on respiratory illness (December Journal)
that " note must be made of the possible correct-
ness of minority points of view." Surely the
emphasis should be even greater: if eight of the
most experienced seldom use antibiotics even in
major illnesses, they presumably have good reasons
for doing so; they must be percipient enough to
notice whether their patients are ill for much
longer than their colleagues.

In the same way, some doctors manage-per-
fectly well, one must again assume-to prescribe
antibiotics for only 33 per cent of their patients;
the ones at the 96 per cent end of the scale must be
giving huge amounts of antibiotics to people with
nothing more than a cold.
Dr Howie talks about a consensus, and pro-

poses to set this out as standard practice for teach-
ing, but I cannot accept his paper on two scores:
one is that the consensus contains far too big


