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COMPENDIUM OF DATA SHEETS
ONE of the commonest remarks made by our patients about their drugs is, " Will it be

all right to take them together ?" Only too eager to do all we can to ensure that
our prescription is taken, we scarcely hesitate to give an affirmative that is as ready as it is
igitorant. In fact the more that drug interactions and phramacokinetics are studied, the
more obvious it becomes that our patients, as usual, are on the right track.

Most textbooks answering this question are large and expensive. Most doctors can
be forgiven for not having them-but the compendium of data sheets, provided free for
every general practitioner, is an excellent substitute. It is a sensible size, well laid out
and printed, and information in it is easy to find; it would be even easier if a full cross
index on generic/proprietary and proprietary/generic names were provided, as in the old
MIMS compendium.

The book does, however, have one severe limitation-the omission of about one
third of all drugs (the compendium has 1,400 names in the index, the current MIMS
about 2,300). We hope many of this Journal's readers will write to the compendium's
publishers (Association of the British Pharmaceutical Industry) urging full inclusion next
year. Inclusion in the compendium is only voluntary, but it is open to all drug companies;
if, as they are now obliged to, they draw up a data sheet for every product they advertise,
then surely they should include a reprint in the compendium.

Another criticism is that the information in the data sheets is inconsistent. Some
firms, for instance, give the storage temperature and shelf life of the product; others do
not. Furthermore identical drugs (e.g. warfarin made by WB pharmaceuticals and by
BDH) have different data sheets. This should not happen, and close reading shows that
WB fail to mention in the paragraph on contra-indications that infants should not be
given breastmilk from mothers taking warfarin. Again, it is only Eli Lilly who give
proper warning about their various barbiturates that addiction should be carefully
considered. Here and there contradictory statements are made about the same drug,
e.g. pholcodine (Ethnine) is described as mildly constipating, but pholcodine (Pavacol)
is stated not to cause constipation.

The section on further information, which is supposed to give factual evidence about
the merits of the drug, is not often used, but it is disturbing to see in it vague claims that
such and such a reaction or side effect is " rare." How rare does rare have to be to be
rare ?

We welcomed data sheets (November Journal) and we also welcome the compendium.
It has been published promptly and we hope it will be revised annually and will soon
contain information about every single drug available.
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