
DISEASE IN FAMILIES 1

Familial ovarian carcinoma
J. L SKINNER, mrcgp.drcog, J. J. N. OATS, mrcog and E. M. SYMONDS, md.frcog

/*\ VARIAN carcinoma is common (Registrar
^^ General, 1964 to 1966); reported familial cluster¬
ing is not. Liber (1950) and Lewis and his colleagues
(1969) described families in which five sisters along with
their mother died of ovarian carcinoma. Li and his asso¬
ciates (1970) reported a family of four sisters, an aunt,
and a cousin all of whom died from proven ovarian
carcinoma. In two other cousins in whom there was

strong presumptive evidence of the disease. This paper
describes a family of nine siblings of whom seven were
female. Of the seven female siblings, four died of
adenocarcinoma of the ovary, and three underwent
prophylactic surgery, of whom one was found to have a

benign Brenner tumour in one ovary.

Family history
The propositus II8 first drew attention to the family
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affliction when she told her family doctor that three of
her sisters II4, II3 and II7 had died of carcinoma of the
ovary and enquired if she was "all right". Scepticism
disappeared when she returned a week later with
photocopies of their death certificates. She was refer¬
red for gynaecological assessment and was offered full
pelvic clearance at which no abnormality was found.
At the same time a search was initiated for II2, II5 and
116. When found II5 was already an in-patient at the
same hospital dying from widespread peritoneal
metastases from an ovarian adenocarcinoma. II2 and
II6 relucantly accepted the offer of prophylactic pelvic
clearance on being confronted with the family history.
The ovaries of II2 were normal. II6 had a benign
Brenner tumour in the left ovary. The ages of death of
117, II4, II3 and II5 were 39, 42, 52 and 54 years respec-
tively. The father Ix died from carcinoma of the tongue,
the mother I2 died from carcinoma of the lung. I^ died
from carcinoma of the bowel. II9 is alive and well. The
family history is summarized in Figure 1.

Discussion

II8 presented to her family doctor on no fewer than five
occasions during the four years preceding the doctor/

Figure 1. Summary of family history.

¦9- <f

" 6i
9i fi Ol

III Not
traced

o- ism^w^&u^
8 9

Died aged
6 months

Not
traced

Not
traced

Carcinoma of ovary

Journal of the Royal College of General Praetitioners, March 1977 169



Disease in Families

JOURNAL
PUBLICATIONS

The following have been published by the
Journal of the Royal College of General
Practitioners and can be obtained, while still in
print, from the Royal College of General
Practitioners.

REPORTS FROM GENERAL
PRACTICE

No. 15 Teaching Practices .. .. £1.00
No. 16 Present State and Future Needs

of General Practice (third
edition) .. .. .. £1.50

No. 17 The Assessment of Vocational
Training for General Practice £2.25

SUPPLEMENTS TO THE JOURNAL
OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF
GENERAL PRACTITIONERS

Transport Services in General Practice 75p
General Practitioners and Abortion . . 75p
General Practitioners and Contra-
ception .. .. .. .. .. 75p
General Practice in the London
Borough of Camden .. .. 75p
The Renaissance of General Practice 75p
University Departments of General
Practice .. .. .. .. 75p
The Medical Use of Psychotropic
Drugs .. .. .. .. .. £1.75
A General-Practice Glossary .. .. £1.00
Hostile Environment of Man .. £1.25
Visit to Australia and the Far East .. £1.00
Prescribing in General Practice .. £3.00

OCCASIONAL PAPERS
No. 1. International Classification of

Health Problems in Primary
Care .. .. .. .. £2.25

No. 2. An Opportunity to Learn .. £2.25

Please send your orders to:

The Royal College
of General Practitioners,

14 Princes Gate, Hyde Park,
London SW7 1PU.

patient encounter at which the deaths of her sisters
were frankly discussed, with vague complaints of head-
ache, breast pain, or anxiety associated with a fear of
cancer.
A family history of gynaecological disease is fre-

quently overlooked. Early diagnosis of ovarian malig-
nancy is particularly difficult so a positive family his-
tory may help to identify the high risk woman. Bender
(1976) in his report of four sisters with carcinoma in-
situ of the cervix drew the same conclusion.
The next generation of this family poses an even

more difficult problem. There are eight known
daughters. The 17-year-old daughter of II$ has already
asked her mother's original question: "Am I all
right?". Liber (1950) recommended pelvic clearance in
this generation once childbearing has been completed.
In the absence of a screening test with the acceptability,
simplicity and reliability of cervical cytology, there
appears to be little alternative.

References
Bender, S, (1976). British Medical Journal, 1, 502-503.
Lewis, A. C. W. & Davison, B. C. C. (1969). Lancet, l, 235-237.
Li, F. P., Rapoport, A. H., Fraumeni, J. F. & Jensen, R. D. (1970).

Journal of the American MedicalAssociation, 214, 1,
1559-1561.

Liber, A. F. (1950). Archives ofPathology, 49, 280-290.
Registrar General (1964 to 1966). Statistical Review ofEngland

and Wales. London: HMSO.

Drug costs

The following figures on the cost of drugs supplied
to the NHS in each of the past five financial years
were given in a Commons written reply on 3 August
1976 by Dr David Owen, Minister of State for Health:
Financial Year ended 31 March Cost (a)

£m (England)
1972 166
1973 188
1974 211
1975 255
1976 330 (b)

a) Hospital drug costs together with the cost (exclusive
of fees and allowances paid to pharmacists) of drugs,
dressings, and appliances supplied under the phar-
maceutical services.
b) Estimated.

In a written reply on 4 August 1976, Dr Owen said
that the costs of drugs dispensed by chemists under the
NHS in England in the past five years were: 1971,
£136.6m; 1972, £154.6m; 1973, £170.5m; 1974,
£203.7m; 1975, £263.2m.
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