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Table 2. Number of recording doctors who did not make any referral by specialty and mode of referral
(analysis from 100 doctors reporting).

Outpatient Domiciliary Hospital Total
clinic consultation admission referrals

Dermatology 39 95 99 36
ENT 11 97 99 11
Geriatrics 87 81 82 62
Gynaecology 14 99 80 12
Medicine 29 89 34 9
Obstetrics 26 100 81 20
Ophthalmology 26 98 100 26
Orthopaedics (incl. trauma) 6 98 84 5
Paed iatrics 65 100 71 46
Psychiatry 50 83 82 37
Surgery 4 89 36 1
Other 22 93 92 20

Total 0 51 5 0

Table 3. Referral rates (per 1,000 consultations)
by numbers of recorded consultations.

Total <
consultations 499 500-699 700+

Recording doctors 22 43 35
Referral rate 51.3* 41.9 40.1
Referral rate for hospital

admission (HA) 10.6 6.0 6.3

*P < 0.05; Kruskal-Wallis test comparing referral rates among
doctors reporting fewer than 499 consultations with the group of
doctors reporting 500 to 699 consultations.

ciliary consultation. Variations from this general
pattern occurred in the following specialties.

Geriatrics. Forty per cent of referrals involved domi-
ciliary consultation.

Medicine. Only 50 per cent of referrals were for

outpatient consultation, there being almost as many
direct referrals for admission.

Paediatrics. Forty-two per cent of referrals involved
admission to hospital.

Surgery. Twenty-six per cent of referrals involved
admission.

Influence of workload
Referral rates are reported separately according to the
numbers of consultations reported (Table 3). The rate
of referral was significantly greater in the group of
recorders with fewer than 500 consultations in the four-
week period. No information is available from this
study which allows more detailed study of these results.
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Robert Smith Gibson, MB, CH.B, DPH

Dr R. S. (Robbie) Gibson died in Salisbury, Rhodesia,
on 2 October 1977 after a long and painful illness
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extending over six years.
Born in Glasgow on 21 January 1919 he was educated

at Merchiston Castle School, Edinburgh, and then at
the University of Glasgow. He graduated MB, CH.B in
June 1942.

After completing house jobs at the Royal and
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Western Infirmaries in Glasgow, he joined the RAMC.
He served with the 81 West African Division and saw
active service in Burma, being mentioned in despatches.
He was demobbed in January 1946 with the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel.
He held several posts in hospitals in Scotland before

going to Southern Rhodesia in August 1948. He joined
the Government Medical Service there and spent four
years in outlying stations.
He gained the DPH in 1953 in London. After

three more years in Government Service, he joined Dr
John Wakefield in a well-established general practice in
Bulawayo. He gave devoted service to his patients for 21
years until his progressive illness forced him to give up
the work he loved two months before his death.

Robbie was known and respected by patients and
colleagues alike as an outstanding family practitioner.
His ability was demonstrated by the confidence his
colleagues placed in him concerning their families and
themselves. He was the doctors' doctor.

For many years an active member of the Bulawayo
branch of the British Medical Association, and later the
Rhodesian Medical Association, he was active in
arranging many social functions, particularly the
International Medical Congresses of 1968 and 1972,
which received wide acclamation for their success.
He was most concerned about the trend which

threatened to eclipse the general practitioner. He
believed that only by association in a College where
emphasis was placed on continuing education would the
status of the general practitioner be enhanced. With a
number of colleagues from different parts of Rhodesia,
he was instrumental in launching the College of General
Practitioners of Rhodesia on 19 January 1976. He was
elected the first President-an honour he richly
deserved and greatly appreciated-and was gravely
disappointed that his illness prevented him from
presiding over the first Annual Congress in Rhodesia in
March 1977.

His main interests outside medicine and his family
were golf, the Stock Exchange, and the piano, at which
he was an accomplished performer.

His death leaves a void for all of us who were
privileged to know him as a colleague and a warm,
generous friend. He is survived by his wife, two
daughters, and a son.
A man with a strong sense of humour, he would wish

to be remembered by a caption he chose for himself on
the occasion of a memorable dinner held by the
Rhodesian Medical Association in Bulawayo in 1963:
"A man stiff in opinions and always in the wrong".

W. FRASER Ross
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