
OBITUARY

G. I. Watson, OBE, MA, MD, FRCGP, FRACGP, DTM & H

T"1 HE death of lan Watson is an immense loss to the
** College. Few did more to bring the infant College
through childhood to maturity, conferring upon it a

sense of responsibility and the kind of dignity which
came naturally to it because it was a natural part of one

of its most able leaders.
He was the son of an epidemiologist and no doubt

inherited a spirit of enquiry. During the war he worked
on the local prevalence of malaria, studying with the
help of an entomologist the flying heights and biting
times of different mosquitoes. Their findings Ied to
decisions of considerable strategic importance. It was a
deliberate choice, however, that Ied him to a Surrey
practice with the intention of exploiting the research
opportunities it offered. It was no surprise that he was a
member of the Research Committee of the Foundation
Council and the founder of the Epidemic Observation
Unit. This Unit was soon to breathe new life into the
study of epidemic diseases, particularly those which
were imprecisely defined, yet seen so often in general
practice.

His interest in virus diseases continued for the rest of
his life and he was awarded several grants to enable him
to pursue his research. For years he was one of the
foremost general practitioner experts in Britain on the
manifestations of virus disease in general practice.
A keen clinical observer he always maintained that

the practitioner must "study the single case". He
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brought to his clinical practice, his research work, and
to his activities in the College a meticulous attention to
detail which showed itself in all he did.

During the course of his career, he was awarded many
prizes, including the Sir Charles Hastings prize twice, in
1954 and 1959. He was awarded the Mackenzie Medal
of the Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh in 1961
followed by the James Mackenzie prize of the College
the next year. In 1966 he delivered the James Mackenzie
Lecture at the Annual General Meeting of the College.

In Council, and in its committees, he showed a clarity
of vision which Ied us through many a confused debate,
sometimes with a sparkle of mischief proposing an

amendment to an amendment which, as often as not,
came to be adopted as the substantive motion. As a

chairman he was firm and fair, and when the time came
for him to assume the heavy responsibility of President
he showed himself to be a fine speaker with a sense of
ceremony which was always appropriate to the oc¬

casion. No President did more to establish links with the
other Royal Colleges, and it was fitting that he should
serve as deputy for our Patron, Prince Philip, during his
Presidential year.
To accompany lan around his practice or further

afield on overseas conferences, was an educational
experience. He seemed almost uncannily informed on a

multitude of subjects. He could discuss mesolithic
artefacts from occupation sites near his home, or

demonstrate the use of chopsticks to partake of rice
with elegance and skill.

All kinds of things interested him. He had a strong
sense of history and of the continuity of things. It was
he who arranged with the Greek Ambassadbr that the
College should receive a gavel carved from the wood of
the Hippocratic plane tree on the island of Cos, and
later, when this was stolen, for its replacement.

His service to the College continued after his
retirement from Council. He acted as its ambassador to
the Gulf States and when health services in Arab States
develop health care systems their shape and function
will owe much to him, as will the whole of medicine in
his country and throughout the world.

It is difficult to write about him as someone no longer
with us, for he had become the kind of elder statesman
to whom it seemed natural to turn in any matter con-

nected with the College, and particularly the research
which he did so much to foster. He will be missed by all
is the due of one who was indeed one of our chief of
men.

To his widow and family, who sacrificed so much of
his time and company, the College is indebted too, and
extends its sympathy to them in their loss.

R.J.F.H. Pinsent
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