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In writing a history of the British Medical Association for the
general public, Mr Vaughan has done the Association great service.
His prose style is lively, yet he maintains a respectable dignity most
suitable to his subject. Thus he has compiled a story which can
be easily followed by anyone interested in the growth of the social
services of this country, for it is with these that the Association has
been most actively concerned during its whole existence.
Mr Vaughan's method has been to take the various subjects

which have interested the Association and trace each one separately.
Members of the Association will learn much from this book. The
chapters dealing with the Association's property transactions are
of great interest, and the controversy over Epstein's statuary is
especially interesting and well done.

Doctors may occasionally be irritated by the absence of speci-
fication in the names of some of the celebrities who are mentioned.
For instance, on page 49 we read ofDr Stokes of Dublin and wonder
whether he was the Stokes of the syndrome, and again on the same
page whether Dr Paget was the great James or his almost equally
erudite brother George. A reference to the index solves these
problems, because there they are given their full christian names,
but many may not think to do this. Birmingham graduates may
raise an eyebrow to see one of their heroes referred to as " a certain
Mr Sampson Gamgee ". These are very minor criticisms of a very
excellent book. We hope that when a second edition is called for
more references to the doings of some of the personalities of the
Association will be included.

CLINICAL FORENSIC MEDICINE

This autumn it is intended to start a clinical forensic medicine
survey covering the period of one year.
A grant has been received from the Medical Research Council

for this survey and all practitioners who are interested and wish to
participate are invited to submit their names to:

Dr A. J. Laidlaw at " Winterdyne " Cromwell Crescent, Worcester.

The findings of two pilot surveys which have given valuable
information are published on page 172.
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