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British Medical Bulletin. Volume 16, No. 2. The Thyroid Gland.
London. The Medical Department. The British Council.
Pp. 89—174; Price 20s.

This maintains the very high standard which is expected of the
Medical Department of the British Council. It is devoted entirely
to accounts of research on thyroid physiology, biochemistry and
pathology, and the individual sections are written by workers
intimately connected with each specific line of approach. Much
of the new knowledge is derived from the use of chromatography
and radioactive isotopes.

There is little of immediate value to the general practitioner,
but it could be read with profit by those specially interested in
thyroid dysfunction, and is essential reading for those who are about
to attempt the membership.

Antibiotics and Sulphonamides in Ophthalmology. A. SORSBY,
M.D., F.R.C:S., and J. UNGAR, M.D. London. Oxford University
Press, 1960. Pp. vii + 117. Price 12s. 6d.

This book is small enough for the pocket, and represents the
condensed wisdom of Professor Sorsby, a senior surgeon at the
Royal Eye Hospital, and Dr Ungar, a consultant pathologist and
head of the biological research department of the Glaxo Laboratories.
Unlike many condensed accounts, it is written with great clarity.
It deals with the indications for modern antibiotics, especially as
they apply in ophthalmology; but much of the advice applies
equally to the use of these medicines in a wider field, and all physicians
are likely to find it helpful.

On the vexed question of whether penicillin should be applied
as an ointment, the book strikes a fair balance. A booklet by the
same authors on the application of steroids to the eye would be
most welcome.

Proceedings of a Symposium on Immunisation in Childhood. Pub-
lished by E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., Edin. and Lond. Pp. 4 +
139. Price 17s. 6d.

Early in May 1959 a symposium was held in the Wellcome
Building in London to consider the subject of Immunisation in
Childhood. This was a timely event because the unfortunate infant
is now subjected to such a large number of immunizing procedures
that it has been difficult for the Public Health Authorities and the



496 Book REVIEWS

General Practitioners to know which procedures to apply in what
order and at what age, and how best to infect the mothers of the
infants with sufficient enthusiasm to complete the various courses of
injections.

The gathering consisted of some 60 persons, most of them experts
in a particular field that included some aspect of child immunization.
There were medical officers of health, school medical officers,
general practitioners, paediatricians, epidemiologists, statisticians,
representatives from infectious diseases hospitals, from laboratories,
from interested departments overseas and from the Ministry of
Health. Almost every aspect of immunization theory and technique
was covered in four sessions, the last of which dealt with immuniza-
tion programmes. A fifth session was devoted to extracting a
practical result from the deliberations of the symposium, and as is
well known it produced two alternative schedules for immunization,
of which the second has been acclaimed as serviceable by Public
Health Authorities and general practictioners.

The present volume is an excellent account of the deliberations
of the symposium and is standard reading for anybody who wants to
know the pros and cons of different sorts of immunization, the right
method of sterilizing syringes, the possibilities of quadruple vaccine
including poliomyelitis with diphtheria, tetanus and whooping
cough, and a hundred and one other interesting aspects of the
subject of immunization. It is seldom that a symposium is so well
organized, well held and well reported, and leads to such a useful and
succinct conclusion. It is to be hoped that general practitioners will
not feel that this book is solely for the public health man. Any
general practitioner could profit by reading it, and would have much
pleasure and amusement in the course of his instruction.

Maternal and Child Welfare. The Role of the General Practitioner.
J. M. LAST, M.B., B.S. Adelaide. The Medical Journal of Austra-
lia. 1960. Vol. 1. Pp. 728—730.

The author describes the background of the average young mother
in Australia, native or immigrant, discussing the part to be played
by the general practitioner in relation to infant nutrition, ante-
and postnatal care, and the mental health of mother and child. He
points out that detailed advice on infant feeding from the general
practitioner is now rarely required as it is easily obtainable elsewhere.
He stresses the need for ante- and postnatal care, including moral
support, together with the elimination of postnatal disabilities which
may prevent the mother from devoting to her children the care



