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Journal's explicit commitment to maintain statistical
standards will stimulate closer collaboration between
general practitioners and statisticians, to the benefit of
both disciplines.
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Recognizing the unusual

N 0 matter how much childish pleasure we take from
relating our successes, there is no doubt that most

of us learn more from our failures; hearing about other
people's failures probably appeals to an unworthy sense
of superiority at the same time as pointing up the lesson.
We therefore draw the reader's attention to Dr Cam-
pion's account of a case of epiglottitis on pages 350-351.
All the ingredients of failure are there-a pattern of
established recurrent illness (in this case croup), and a
home visit at the bleary, cortisol-depleted hour of 04.00.

Fortunately, Dr Campion arranged to revisit before,
rather than after, his morning surgery, and before the
septicaemia and toxicity of this horrid disease had
carried off the child. But he might not have been so
lucky, and we are the beneficiaries of his experience. We
invite our readers to join Dr Campion: a common
symptom or sign and an unusual cause that at least in
the beginning eluded the doctor. Boasting and self-
congratulation will be much less acceptable than an
honest admission of failure.
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