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World Congress on Prison
Health Care
The 2nd World Congress on Prison
Health Care is to be held in Ottawa,
Ontario, Canada from 28 to 31 August
1983. The programme includes mental
health care and the treatment of al¬
cohol and drug abuse in prisons. There
will be a comparison of. international
health care systems, and after-care in
the community will also be considered.
Further details can be obtained from
Mona C. Ricks, Congress Secretariat,
Medical Services Branch, The Correc-
tional Service of Canada, Ottawa, Can¬
ada K1A0P9.

What is WONCA?
An introduction to WONCA from
its Honorary Secretary/Treasurer,
Dr W. E. Fabb.
WONCA is the accepted name for the
World Organization of National Col¬
leges, Academies and Academic Asso¬
ciations of General Practitioners/
Family Physicians.

Until 1972 there was a loose associ¬
ation of colleges and academies of
general practitioners and family physi¬
cians, whose prime activity was to
sponsor world meetings. At the 5th
World Conference (1972) held in Mel¬
bourne WONCA was formally inaugu-
rated. Since then the affairs of
WONCA have been under the control
of a world council (comprising a rep¬
resentative of each member organiz¬
ation) and a general assembly of two
delegates and two alternate delegates
from each member country.meeting
at times of the world conferences.
Since 1972, the secretariat has been
maintained in Australia by the Honor¬
ary Secretary/Treasurer and his staff
in Adelaide until 1981 and now in Mel¬
bourne.

What does WONCA do? WONCA's
most obvious activity is the sponsoring
of world meetings, for example Mexico

City in 1974; Toronto, 1976; Montreux,
1978; New Orleans, 1980. Meetings are

being planned for 1983 in Singapore
and 1986 in London. Details of the 1983
meeting can be obtained from Mrs
Rosamund Hunter-Smart at College
Headquarters.

The prime objectives of WONCA are

to:
1. Promote and maintain high stan¬

dards of general family practice
through education and research.

2. Foster communication and under¬
standing among general prac¬
titioners throughout the world.

3. Represent the academic and re¬
search activities of general prac¬
titioners to other world
organizations or forums concerned
with health or medical care.

4. Stimulate the development of edu¬
cational and research organizations
of general practitioners.

Twenty-six nations are now represent¬
ed. Several other national bodies are

seeking membership.
How does WONCA work? The real
work of WONCA, its strength and its
future depend on its standing commit¬
tees with world wide representation
which deal with such major topics as

undergraduate and graduate education
and evaluation; continuing medical
education; research; international clas¬
sification of problems related to gen¬
eral family practice; practice
management; bibliographies for gen¬
eral family practice; publications.
The achievements of the committees

so far include the now widely accepted
and used International Classification
of Health Problems in Primary Care
(ICHPPC) based on the ICD. This classi¬
fication is now in its second edition
and is published by the Oxford Univer¬
sity Press.
The bibliography committee has pro¬

duced a literature index on family
medicine .FAMLI.which includes re¬

ferences to articles in journals not list¬
ed in Index Medicus, as well as those
already listed. FAMLI makes attainable
those relatively inaccessible articles.
The WONCA examination handbook

is a collation of examination tech¬
niques from many colleges and acade¬
mies and is now used as a guide not
only by other member organizations
but also by universities and other ex¬

amining bodies.

WONCA News is published quarterly
and distributed to member organiza¬
tions and direct members. It contains
news of WONCA activities and keeps
readers in touch with events world-
wide.
The WONCA Research Newsletter,

which details research activities in
family medicine around the world, is
also distributed regularly in The jour¬
nal of Family Practice, and reprints are

sent to member organizations and di¬
rect members.

Recently, WONCA and the World
Health Organization entered into a

working relationship which will focus
initially on the classification of prob¬
lems in primary care, psychosocial as¬

pects of health care, health
information systems and health man¬

power development and training.

More details of the history and work
of WONCA have been presented in a

paper by Dr Stuart Carne in the College
Members' Reference Book 1982 (p.
203).

What's in it for the general prac¬
titioner? General practitioners can be
part of this world organization by be¬
coming direct members. As well as

other advantages, direct members re¬
ceive WONCA News and the Research
Newsletter. Interest and involvement
in the activities of standing commit¬
tees are also encouraged.

WONCA as a world forum. General
family practice is recognized world-
wide as the cornerstone on which any
cost-effective health care system must
be built. WHO has selected as its major
goal 'Primary health care for all by the
year 2000'.
WONCA provides a forum for the

exchange of information and expertise
between member organizations and in¬
dividuals involved in general family
practice, and provides a link with other
world bodies involved in health care. It
deserves the fullest support from mem¬

ber organizations and general prac¬
titioners.
You are invited to participate in this

worldwide forum by becoming a direct
member of WONCA. Your contribution
and support will be most welcome. To
become a direct member simply write
to Dr W. E. Fabb, Honorary Secretary/
Treasurer, 4th floor, 70 Jolimont Street,
Jolimont, Victoria 3002. Accompany¬
ing your application should be a bank
draft for $A20.00 made out to
"WONCA at the National Bank of Aus-
tralasia at Lansdowne Street, East Mel¬
bourne, Victoria 3002".
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