
Primary care bookshelf

New publications from the RCGP
THE literature of general practice has special significance,

partly because it underpins the very nature of an evolving
discipline, and partly because publications are truly interna-
tional. To celebrate the 11th Conference of the World Organiza-
tion of National Colleges, Academies, and Academic Associa-
tions of General Practitioners/Family Physicians, which is in
London for the first and probably only time in the twentieth
century, the Royal College of General Practitioners is produc-
ing five publications, some new, some old, to coincide with this
major international event. They have been selected to repre-
sent four of the great themes of general practice literature, name-
ly the history of general practice, research in general practice,
education in general practice, and the advancement of clinical
care.
On the historical front, Sir James Mackenzie stands un-

challenged as one of the first great giants of general practice,
a man far ahead of his time who made world class contribu-
tions to the science of medicine, and whose devotion to general
practice is clear in all his writing. Professor Alex Mair's book,
Sir James Mackenzie MD, which is the standard biography of
this great man, is being republished with Professor Mair's per-
mission in the College's white cover series in order to keep alive
the memory and work of one of the founding fathers of pre-
sent day general practice.
On the research side, a fundamental development is the

classification and categorization of conditions seen in general
practice. Dr Clifford Kay, one of Britain's most distinguished
general practitioner researchers, has been working for several
years on providing a computerized version of a classification
of health problems in primary care. The first edition of this ap-
peared as Occasional paper 26 in 1984 and was so successful
that it was reprinted in 1985. In the light of experience, however,
a new edition was warranted, and today the second edition,
which includes updated chapters and an expanded classifica-
tion with numerous refinements, is published under a new title
The classification and analysis of general practice data.
The first occasional paper on education in relation to general

practice was Occasionalpaper 4. A system oftrainingfor general
practice, written from the Department of General Practice at
the University of Exeter. First published in 1977 and going in-
to a second edition in 1979, this has proved one of the best sell-
ing of all the occasional papers, perhaps because the basic ap-
proach to vocational training and the theory which underpins
it is shared not just by different training schemes but by dif-
ferent countries. It is reprinted today in response to continuing
demand.
A major theme in clinical care is the prevention of disease

and promotion of health, and the College has now produced
a booklet called Prevention and the primary care team which
tackles this theme and sets out a number of important principles
that encourage team-work in primary care. These principles,
which are endorsed by the European Office of the World Health
Organization at Copenhagen,' emphasize that responsibility
for prevention and promoting health should fall to a
multidisciplinary primary health care team, and it is hoped that
this booklet will be particularly relevant to the deliberations of
the international conference in London.

Finally, one of the most important functions of medical
publishing is to advance clinical care. A new occasional paper,
An atlas of bedside microscopy by Dr Murray Longmore,
describes in simple and graphic terms new techniques for
diagnosis which are particularly appropriate for primary care.
Dr Longmore shows that some of the common problems
presented to front-line doctors throughout the world can be
more accurately and more speedily diagnosed through the use

of bedside microscopy. Although developed in a relatively
sophisticated health service system while the author was still
a trainee, paradoxically this research may make its greatest im-
pact in the developing countries where early diagnosis by a sim-
ple, cheap and effective means, away from expensive centralized
laboratories, is often the overriding requirement.

Advances in publishing
Publishing is never static and new techniques, especially those
involving electronic technology, are offering new resources in
publishing. The College is actively studying these possibilities
and has taken several steps forward in its publishing techniques.
For example, in the new Occasional paper 32. An atlas of bed-
side microscopy, colour has been used for the first time in order
to reproduce the exact appearance of the stains as they were
obtained at the bedside. It was felt important to demonstrate
results as they actually occurred rather than to produce ideal
views recreated under laboratory conditions, and the ability to
scan the original photomicrographs to produce the finished
result greatly aided the publishing process.
The opportunity has also been taken 10 years after the ap-

pearance of the first occasional paper in 1976 to review and
redesign the covers of this series, which has now become
established in the literature of general practice.

Finally, and perhaps most important for the future, these
publications include for the first time a document published by
electronic means. The report of the working party on preven-
tion and the work of the primary care team was sent on disc
from Princes Gate in London to the Publications Office in Ex-
eter where it was subedited on a Wordplex personal computer
before being passed in disc form to the printers, where it was
formatted and printed. Similarly, Occasional paper 26 was pro-
duced with considerable electronic input. The complex classifica-
tion of diseases was prepared on computer at the University
of Manchester by Dr Kay and his colleagues, printed on the
University's laser printer, and the resulting camera-ready copy
passed to the Exeter Publications Office for collation with the
rest of the text.
These are exciting times in publishing. The new techniques

offer not just greater variety and greater speed but greater con-
trol for organizations and academies of general practice. In real
terms the cost of publishing is falling: the feeling of optimism
is obvious.
The College hopes that these five publications, produced

simultaneously for the WONCA meeting, will support this im-
portant event and will in themselves made a contribution to the
advancing discipline of general practice and family medicine
throughout the world.

The publications are available from the Publications Sales Office at
the Royal College of General Practitioners, 8 Queen Street, Edinburgh
EH2 IJE, as follows:

Sir James Mackenzie MD, price £12.50.
An atlas of bedside microscopy, Occasional paper 32, price £8.50.
Prevention and the primarv care team, price £3.00.
The classification and analysis ofgeneral practice data. Occasional
paper 26, 2nd edition, price £6.50.

A system of training for general practice. Occasional paper 4, 2nd
edition, price £3.00.

Prices include postage and payment should be made with order.
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