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chapters, with contributors from 12 countries, should be com-
pulsory reading for all doctors who hope to extend scientific
rigour to the design, implementation and measurement of health
care provision. The book should be on the shelves of all teaching
practices so that trainees can appreciate the purposes and dif-
ficulties of auditing their own work- It sh6uld perhaps be read
by politicians who think tl4aL adberence to a philospphy, be it
professional or political, is suffciVt-justification for overriding
a functioning system 61' carm
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It is rather daunting to be asked to review a textbook of over"
1500 pages. The first question to be asked is whether there is
still a need for large textbooks of this kind. The answer in this
case appears to be 'yes' on two counts. The first is that this is
the second edition of Principles and practice of geriatriq
medicine and the first, edition must have sold well to stimulate
the rapid creation of this beautifully produced second edition.
The second, and more important, justification for the book is
that there is now a large store of knowledge about health and
disease in old age which is useful to bring together in one volume
for the benefit of students of all ages.
The book is divided into five sections: scientific aspects of

human ageing, ageing and society, ageing and function, medicine
in old age, and delivery of health care. Although the book has
a distinctive British flavour, the list of contributors include doc-
tors from other European countries, North America and Israel.
The chapters are succinct and there is evidence that a firm
editorial hand has been applied to give a pleasing cohesion to
the book. I particularly enjoyed reading the chapter on assess-
ment of functional status by Rosalie Kane and Antony Bayer
which gives a joint United Kingdom and North American ap-
proach to this subject. In his chapter on preventing disease and
promoting health in old age, John Muir Gray is typically robust
and forthright in his recommendations for practising preven-
tion in old age. Charles Freer has written the chapter on the
contribution of family doctors to the care of older people and,
in the space of eight pages, manages to cover this topic in a
positive and sensible way.

Experienced general practitioners will probably appreciate
most the chapters where there have been significant advances
in therapeutics in recent years. The chapter dealing with parkin-
sonism has been written by MaricQn Hildick-Smith who provides
practical and up to date advice'about the management of
patients at the different stages of the disease.

Textbooks in.paediatrics are regarded as essQntial in practice
libraries. Disease's which affect old people form a major
challenge for primary care and textbooks in geriatric medicine
should also be considered to be essential for practice libraries.
This book fills the niche very well.
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Recent changes in legislation regarding the NHS
have highlighted the central place of the consumer in
health care and given prominence to the importance
of caring for people in their own homes. Professional
boundaries are crumbling and there is now a need for
a joumal for all with an interest in health and social
care in the community.
The new journal will reflect the broad range of
practical and theoretical issues underpinning the
provision of care in the community and provide a
dynamic forum for the sharng of research findings
and ideas.
* original research papers
* topical review articles
* short research reports
* policy and practice evaluations
* book reviews
* special issues and conference reports
Health and Social Care in the Community will be
published bimonthly from January 1993.
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