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titioners and the aspiring but unregulated professionalism of
complementary practitioners, and the challenges that face the
health care system in order to achieve reconciliation, integra-
tion and the best possible care for the patient.
Sharma draws upon her own and a wide range of published

research, mostly sociological or anthropological but all pertinent.
Her style is lively and readable, and her commentary on the
various themes is perceptive. The book is always interesting, often
entertaining, and should certainly encourage a better informed,
more thoughtful and more constructive approach to a subject
that is likely to be high on the medical agenda of the 1990s.

JEREMY SWAYNE
Homoeopathic physician, Wells

THE HEALTH OF THE NATION
The BMJ view
R Smith (ed)
British Medical Journal, London (1991)
237 pages. Price £9.95
The green paper The health of the nation is really about the
health of the English or those of us living in England. The
Secretary of State for Health has asked for consultation, and
in an ironic statement says '... a strategy imposed by Govern-

ment which takes no heed of the views of those who will have
to implement it, including the people themselves, is valueless!
The British Medical Journal seized the opportunity and sought
the views of 28 different groups and individuals, but no general
practitioner, and have now published the series in book form.
The British Medical Journal's commentary is much more lively

and interesting than the green paper and a minister looking for
guidance will find such help in many of the chapters. While there
is disagreement about priorities, everyone is agreed that there
should be a strategy for health. In a provocative contribution,
the Radical Statistics Group observes that only six out of 151
pages in the document are devoted to action outside the Na-
tional Health Service although most scope for improving health
may actually lie outside the NHS. This is a recurrent theme and
there is a recognition of the political disincentives for action with,
for example, alcohol and tobacco bringing in an annual £12
billion to the Treasury, while spending on health is £30 billion.
For all that, there is a surprising lack of cynicism in the robust
views expressed, and the 'abominable no-men' who doubt the
value of screening have been sidelined.
The correspondence provoked by the series of papers as they

were published is also included and indicates a lively concern
for the health of the nation.

TOM O'DOWD
General practitioner, Nottingham
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FACULTY OF HOMOEOPATHY: SCOTLAND
Postgraduate Training Programme

THE FOUNDATIONS OF
HOMOEOPATHY

Level 1: Introductory Course
at Postgraduate Medical Centre

5 Lancaster Crescent, Glasgow G12 ORR

This highly successful course has been designed with extensive feed-
back from course participants over the last few years. It is suitable for
all doctors and of interest to dentists, veterinary surgeons and
pharmacists.
The focus of the course is on allowing you to evaluate the approach
used by doctors in the NHS and the responses reported by patients.
Using Open University style teaching materials, GP case histories and
videos, the course will cover basic principles, scientific evidence and
controversy, and the clinical scope of homoeopathy in disease manage-
ment and health promotion. An illustrative introduction to simple
prescribing is included - with the course material (including starter
kit, textbook and summary 'Filofax' style sheets) you will be in a posi-
tion to test the system for yourself.
The three days may be taken as a self-contained unit or form the basis
for further study.
Part I Saturday, 5 September 1992
Part II -Saturday, 10 October 1992
Part IlIl- Saturday, 21 November 1992
Total fee £200 - inclusive of textbook, course literature, drug kit and
lunches. Some study bursaries are available courtesy of the Blackie
Foundation Trust and the Scottish Homoeopathic Trust. If you wish
to be considered for a bursary, please write directly to Dr David Taylor
Reilly, stating how much you can afford to pay.
The course is approved for Postgraduate Education Allowance.
Please apply early as places are limited.
Further details and application forms from: Dr David Taylor Reilly,
Education Director, Faculty of Homoeopathy, Glasgow Homoeopathic
Hospital, 1000 Great Western Road, Glasgow G12 ONR. Tel: 041-339
9437/041-337 2276.
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In order to supply your frame, we will need the following
information: (please photocopy information slip)

Teak. Black.

Name ............................................................................

Address .........................................................................

.....................................................................................

.....................................................................................

Postcode .......................................................................

Please make cheques payable to: The Professional Framing
Company Ltd.

and send: c/o Royal College of General Practitioners
14 Princes Gate
London SW7 1 PU
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