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The summation of knowledge and ideas by practical and
practising general practitioners is contained in drug formularies
and, as Philip Reilly says, the volume and range of information
in such formularies are so great that the average general
practitioner can greatly benefit from less detailed, off-the-peg,
adapted formularies.
Much education on prescribing is 'preaching to the converted'.

It remains a major problem as to how to get to the doctor who
prefers as a guide the drug company representative to the
educator. Michael Kochen has edited a useful volume with the
ideas of many of the foremost thinkers on prescribing within it
pages. It is a challenging paper and I commend it to all general
practitioners and pharmacists interested in prescribing.

DAVID GREGORY
General practitioner and lecturer,

Department ofPrimary Health Care, University ofNewcastle
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Significant event auditing is a formalization of medical 'shop
talk'. The authors of this paper reasonably propose that it differs
from conventional audit in that it is based on single cases or
incidents, is more wide ranging and is concerned with outcomes,
and is less labour intensive. It complements conventional audit.

Significant event auditing is outlined elegantly in this
occasional paper and its practicalities are clearly set out.
However, 20 pages are devoted to a study of the feasibility and
potential of significant event auditing. This method of auditing
appeals most strongly to rationality and might have been more
effectively presented in essay form, with the study as an
appendix. Although compelling, the essay elements are
fragmentary and sometimes repetitive. The remaining pages of
the paper are accounts of the work done by the practices in the
study and may be useful reference material.
The wide ranging potential of significant event auditing is not

adequately explored. It seems to offer a precious opportunity for
working doctors to assign a formal place in their practices to
consider questions of value. For example, a conventional audit
will tell a practice how many tablets of diazepam the repeat
prescription system manages but helps not at all in standard
setting. In contrast, by starting with the constellation of loose
ends that is an average patient's humanity, rather than by starting
with statistics, significant event auditing might encourage
doctors to question their legitimizing the use of diazepam.

Significant event auditing appears to deserve the attention of
all general practitioners. This paper contains an excellent
practical guide, a well-argued but fragmented discussion and a
less than soaringly imaginative assessment of its potential. The
rest of us need not be bound by that, and we should thank the
authors for laying the matter before us.

ALAN MUNRO
General practitioner, Muir of Ord
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General Practitioners
Course in
Ophthalmology
16th - 18th October 1995
A three day course will be held at Moorfields Eye Hospital,
Clinical Tutorial Complex. The course has been put forward
for approval for the PGEA Scheme under Disease and
Service Management.
THE FOLLOWING SESSIONS ARE SCHEDULED:
The Watering Eye and Common Adnexal Problems;Neuro-
ophthalmology; Diabetes; Glaucoma; Vitreoretinal and
Ocular Trauma; Strabismus; Medical Retina; Cataract.
Each session will include lectures and the clinical
demonstration of patients from each service.
COURSE FEE: £180.00 (to include lunch and refreshments)
FOR FURTHER DETAILS PLEASE CONTACT:
Miss S Robinson, Courses Office, Institute of Ophthalmology,
11-43 Bath Street, LONDON EC1 V 9EL.
Telephone: 0171 608 6878 (24 hours). Fax: 0171 608 6851.

Introducing the essential guide to
information on medicine, health care

and alternative therapies
Guide to Libraries and Information
Sources in Medicine and Health Care is
an essential new guidebook for GUIDE TO
anyone looking for information on a LIBRARIEs AND
specific subject in medicine or health INFORMATION

care. ~~~~~~~SOURCEScare. | IN MEDICINE
Covering hundreds of subjects - from AND HEALTH CARE
anorexia to homoeopathy, meningitis CO",PIIdbYPETER DALE
to women's health - the Guide will
help you pinpoint the right
organisations to answer your
information needs. T
The Guide provides detailed
information on 660 organisations,
including: hospital libraries,
professional associations, company Guide to Libraries and
libraries, charities, voluntary bodies Information Sources in
and support groups. All of the Medicine and Health Care
organisations listed are willing to The British Library, 1995
accept 'outside' enquiries - saving you 162 pages, 297x210mm,
hours of research time, and dozens of paperback
frustrating phone calls, in looking for ISBN 0-7123-0823-7
specialist information. Price £39

(UK postage included,
How to Order overseas postage extra)
To place your order contact:
The British Library Section, Turpin Distribution Services Ltd,
Blackhorse Road, Letchworth, Herts SG6 1HN.
Telephone: 01462 672555, Fax: 01462 480947.
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