
practitioner and a heavy responsibility lies on all of us to ensure that
these most dependent patients get a fair share of our time and a
sympathetic hearing when they ask for our help, and it should be a
point of honour with all ofus to give this personal care to those who
have come to us when their need is greatest. We cannot cure; we
may not even be able to relieve; we can always support and
encourage.

In the Dublin Workhouse some two hundred years ago the only
treatment provided for sick children was " The Bottle ", a narcotic
mixture which quietened the patient for a few hours. Nowadays we
would regard such a procedure as inhuman but when we give no
treatment beyond sedation to our " hopeless " patients we are quite
as guilty of inhumanity as were the governors of the workhouse.
In fact, we are the more culpable for the weapons in our hands for the
relief of suffering are more effective than anything which was known
in those dark days. But they are only effective when they are used
skilfully, thoughtfully, and intelligently. The weapons are there.
It is our responsibility to use them.

ABSTRACTS

How Many Mothers Breast-feed?-A Survey in General Practice.
A. E. BLOOMFIELD, M.B., B.S., D.OBST.R.C.O.G. The Practitioner
(March 1962) 188, 393.

Dr Bloomfield describes his experience of 50 mothers in an
industrial general practice, and found that only 8 of them persisted
with breast feeding for four months or longer. He discusses the
reasons for this, the commonest ones being given by the mothers as
"baby was not satisfied ", previous difficulties, and poor weight
gain.

A Comparison of Primary Vaccination at Two Sites. G. MELOTTE,
M.B., B.S., and B. M. D. ROSTEN, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. The
Practitioner (March 1962), 188, 397.

Female babies in this practice have been vaccinated on the sole
of the foot, and 27 such patients were followed-up to determine the
value of the procedure relative to the more usual use of the arm
for male babies. The foot is unsuitable after walking begins, and
the use of this site interferes with bathing, but it has been otherwise
satisfactory in the authors' hands.
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