
pathological laboratory and not a specialised one. His examination and
treatment are discussed.
As cne studies this book one realizes how important is the family

physician's part in treatment and while much of the investigation and the
surgical approach should be in the hands of the proper expert, the basic
responsibility and implementation of treatment should rest with him or
her.
Of the various appendices, number 1 which gives a detailed scheme of

investigation of impaired fertility is the most important and helpful to the
general practitioner and is a foundation for these cases. The book is
carefully and usefully illustrated in colour and black and white with charts
and drawings. It is whole-heartedly recommended.

Monozygotic Twins. JAMES SHIELDS. Lond., N.Y. and Toronto. Oxford
University Press. 1962. Pp. i+264. Price 50s.

The main material discussed in this important book relates to 88 pairs
of identical twins, 44 of them brought up in different homes, 44 in the
same home.
No reader can fail to see in this brilliant study of genetic identity and

coexisting environmental diversity, some of those factors that, increasingly,
interest general practitioners. Dr Shields is an expert, doing what, with
less scientific awareness, each physician and surgeon attempts for every
one of his patients. When illness strikes, the doctor strives to see that the
relevant factors in the complex resultant of the strands of heredity and
environment are revealed. This daily task is a less highly academic but
kindred study to this remarkable analysis of twins.
Dr Eliot Slater in his Foreword tells us that experts in genetic science

are trying here to measure the effects of a wide range of environmental
factors. . . " the personality of the mother or mother-figure, the family
structure, social and economic background, in fact all the common
differences from family to family in England today which we can expect
to react upon the personality of the growing child ".

Genetics is an infant science, but its future will see many of those who
work among the commonplace illnesses making an increasingly important
contribution to its growing data. Here is a book that will kindle in many
family doctors the desire to record facts that, often, only they can reach.

A Doctor's Guide to Court. KEITH SIMPSON, M.D., D.M.J. Lond. Butter-
worths. 1962. Pp. v. + 174. Price 30s.

This is more than a guide to court i)r Simpson has contrived to write
a most readable book about his subject. All the important occurrences
which are likely to bring the doctor into court as a witness either of fact
or as an expert are mentioned with many revealing " case histories ".
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Some of the information may be found in other text-books, but, nowhere
else is it all collected into so short and convenient compass. Every general
practitioner will find himself in court at sometime in his life; most try to
avoid the necessity when possible. Coroner's courts are familiar to most,
and when in the coroner's court of the district in which he works the
general practitioner feels himselfin familiar, though unhappy, surroundings.
The other courts oflaw can have a quite frightening aura to those unfamiliar
with them. Any doctor faced with more than the most trivial appearance
would be wise first to read the relevant parts of this book.

Handbook for Medical Officers of Schools on School Health and
Communicable Diseases. Thirteenth edition. Issued by the Medical
Officers of Schools Association. Lond. J. & A. Churchill Ltd.
1962. Price 10s. 6d.

This handbook, having started as a " Code of Rules" first published
in 1885, has now reached a much enlarged 13th edition and has grown
considerably from the 12th edition published a few years ago. It has now
virtually grown into a text-book of school medicine.
The first six sections contain much useful information and advice on

school hygiene and the general organization of school medical services.
Section 4-Disinfection--contains a brief but excellent commentary on
the respective values of the better-known proprietary solutions available,
and ends with a timely warning about new and untried compounds.
Section 5-Immunization-follows an orthodox pattern. The brief
paragraph on influenza virus vaccine is couched in language worthy
of a Government Department replying to an awkward question; a firmer
line of advice would be an advantage! Section 7-Communicable
Diseases-accounts for about two-thirds of the whole handbook, and
as in previous editions is excellent, though the list becomes more formid-
able each time.

All members of the Medical Officers of Schools Association have of
course received a copy of the Handbook. Any non-members who deal
with school-children -in any numbers would be well-advised to acquire
one if possible.

Claude Bernard-and the Experimental Method in Medicine. J. M. D.
OLMsTED and E. HARRs OLMSTED. London, New York and Toronto.
Abelard-Schuman. 1952. Pp. 3-277. Price 21s.

Claude Bernard was born in 1813 in the village of Saint-Julien: he died
in 1878. His life-span covers that time in the history of.physiology and
medicine when the scientific basis of medical practice as we know it today
was being laid down. At the time of his birth almost nothing was known


