
because of them many well known clinicians do not use long-term anti-
coagulant treatment at all.

This book contains much valuable clinical advice and technical details.
Some of the latter is not really applicable to general practice; but we know
that a few family doctors (and even a very occasional patient who lives
abroad, far from any laboratory) can carry out their own prothrombin
estimations accurately. It is useful to have all this information, with
many references, in a work of this size.

Handbook of Treatment of Acute Poisoning. Third edition. E. H.
BENSLEY, M.B.E., B.A., M.D., F.R.C.P.(C), F.A.C.P. and G. E. JORON,
B.A., M.D., C.M., F.A.C.P. Edin. and Lond. E. & S. Livingstone Ltd.
1963. Pp. vi + 227. Price 15s.

This small book contains a wealth of information in compact form,
compiled in such a way as to give a guide to treatment of acute poisoning.
The emphasis is on emergency measures which can be employed.
The book is divided into two sections: (1) basic principles-general

plan and methods of treatment, and (2) important types of acute poisoning
and their treatment.
The second section covers a wide and varied list of poisons considered

by the authors to be more commonly the cause of acute poisoning, and a
few more rare poisons included because their mode of action or treatment
present special features. The treatment of each type of poisoning is
divided into that advised before the arrival of the doctor and that after his
arrival, thus allowing treatment to be started with as little delay as possible.

This book is small enough to be easily carried in bag or car and is
designed to help the doctor with no special knowledge of toxicology who
may be called to treat a case of acute poisoning.

Disease in Infancy and Childhood. Fourth edition. RICHARD W. B. ELLIS,
O.B.E., M.A., M.D., F.R.C.P. Edin. and Lond. E. & S. Livingstone
Ltd. 1963. Pp. v+ 717. Price 60s.

This book is a fine example of what a standard textbook should be.
Every general practitioner should have it on his shelves for in it he will
find full descriptions, written in a clear and concise style, of all the un-
usual conditions which he may encounter in the course of his practising
life. If, however, he uses it to refresh his mind of the more common
illnesses of children he may be disappointed. For instance measles is
disposed of in two and a half pages and its treatment in ten lines, and here
he will find that the routine use of sulphonomides will be of some value in
relieving complications and that chemotherapy in the treatment of
bronchopneumonia has lowered the mortality from secondary infection.
Surely an understatement, and why no mention of antibiotics? Forty-five
pages are devoted to tuberculosis, only 39 to other diseases of the respira-
tory tract, and it is odd that this chapter should be headed " Non-
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