
positive or negative interpersonal relationship between doctor and
patient, which some might say is the paramount factor in personal medical
care.
Both the author and the College of General Practice of Canada are to

be congratulated on having carried out this study, which will prove of
inestimable value in planning future action in education, and which may
play no small part in the shaping of future Canadian medical care. It is
especially recommended to those who are contemplating pastures new
across the Atlantic.

Polio is not for Pity. IRENE HOLDSWORTH. London. George Allen &
Unwin Ltd. 1963. Pp. xi + 131. Price 20s.

This is the story of a woman who contracted poliomyelitis whilst on
holiday in Morocco and became completely paralyzed on her return
home. It is told by her friend who daily visited her in hospital. The
emotional side of the illness is not overdrawn and the story gains much
from this. We, who are so intimately mixed up with illness, its tragedy,
its discomforts, and its pains, are not always as understanding as we might
be of the feelings of the patient's relatives and friends. In this book the
medical staff of the hospital receive praise: the nursing staff whilst on
the whole good are sometimes wanting in their reactions to emergencies
and, even, to the patient's lesser needs. This may well be due in part to
the type of nurse which could be recruited to the hospital but it seems also
to have been due to a lack of training in the techniques and knowledge
necessary in a special hospital using mechanical respirators, and other
uncommon nursing appliances.
A most readable book and valuable to all who have to care for the sick

and disabled in whatsoever capacity.

St. Thomas' Hospital. E. M. McINNEs, B.A. London. George Allen &
'Unwin Ltd. 1963. Pp. xiii + 230. Price 30s.

Miss McInnes is the archivist to St. Thomas's, and the history which she
has written is " a lay history and . . . she hopes at least to find a few
readers interested in an intimate picture of life in hospital in the past and
the changes through which the infirmary of a small priory became a
great modern teaching hospital ". In this she has succeeded most admir-
ably, for a hospital is surely far more the refuge and the succour of those in
*need than it is the emporium of the surgeons and physicians whose lives
and works so often bring to it fame and glory. Every big hospital is
indebted also to skilful administrators, lay and medical, who have spared
their time and energies in its service, but the raison d'etre of the hospital
remains those anonymous beings around whom and because of whom all
the busy life of the institution revolves. Yet patients come and go in a
never ending stream and almost never leave their mark on the hospital
that serves them so well. It is this that makes the true picture of the
sociomedical life of the hospital so difficult to draw. Miss McInnes,
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